












THE CALEXICO CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO REDEVELOPMENT SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON 
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL, 2016 AT 6:30 P.M. AT THE FERNANDO “NENE” TORRES 
COUNCIL CHAMBERSS, 608 HEBER AVENUE, CALEXICO, CALIFORNIA.  THE 
DATE, HOUR AND PLACE DULY ESTABLISHED FOR THE HOLDING OF SAID 
MEETING. 
 
CLOSED SESSION AGENDA- 5:30 P.M.  
  
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Kim called the Closed Session portion of the agenda to order at 5:47 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Mayor:   Joong S. Kim 
Council Member: Armando Real 
Council Member: Maritza Hurtado 
Council Member: John M. Moreno 

ABSENT  
Mayor Pro Tem: Luis J. Castro 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments. 
 
ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION. 

Council adjourned into closed session at 5:50 p.m. to discuss the following: 

1. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT 
Government Code 54957 (b)  
Title: City Manager 
 
2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant Exposure to Litigation, Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)/(e)(1) 
One (1) potential case 
 
3. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EVALUATION 
Government Code 54957(b) 
Title: Interim Finance Director 

Council reconvened from closed session at 6:58 p.m. 
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CALEXICO CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO REDEVELOPMENT 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY 

REGULAR SESSION AGENDA - 6:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Kim called the regular session portion of the agenda 7:02 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE  

Mayor:   Joong S. Kim 
Council Member: Armando Real 
Council Member: Maritza Hurtado 
Council Member: John M. Moreno 

ABSENT 
Mayor Pro Tem: Luis J. Castro 
Council Member Castro arrived at 7:18 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

Sandra Tauler led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS.  
 
Interim City Attorney Hargreaves stated there was no reportable action taken. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. 

Motion was made by Council Member Moreno to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion was 
seconded by Council Member Real and passed by the following vote to wit: 

AYES:   Kim, Real, Moreno, Hurtado 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Castro 

PRESENTATIONS 

PROCLAMATION OF MAY 2016 AS VETERAN’S APPRECIATION MONTH. 

Mayor Kim and Council Members read the Proclamation for Veterans Appreciation Month to the 
public and presented the Proclamation to Mr. Frank Pacheco. 
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PROCLAMATION FOR ARBOR DAY ON APRIL 29, 2016 (KENNEDY GARDENS 
SUBDIVISION) 
 
Mayor Kim and Council Members read the Proclamation for Arbor Day – April 29, 2016 and  
presented the Proclamation to Mr. Javier Gonzalez Kennedy Gardens Subdivision President. 

Mr. Javier Gonzalez invited the public to participate in the celebration at Kennedy Gardens on 
April 30, 2016.  Trees will be planted in the subdivision. 

PROCLAMATION FOR ARBOR DAY ON APRIL 29, 2016 (SAN DIEGO STATE 
UNIVERSITY/IMPERIAL VALLEY CAMPUS) 

Mayor Kim and Council Members read the Proclamation for Arbor Day – April 29, 2016 and 
presented the Proclamation to students of San Diego State University Imperial Valley Campus. 

SDSU Imperial Valley Campus Students invited Council Members and Calexico Residents to the 
Arbor Day Celebration on Friday, April 29, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. and advised trees will be planted at 
the campus. 

PROCLAMATION OF PARENTAL ALIENATION AWARENESS DAY – APRIL 25, 
2016. 
 
Mayor Kim and Council Members read Proclamation for Parental Alienation Awareness Day – 
April 25, 2016. 

PRESENTATION BY CHIEF GOMEZ TO INTRODUCE TWO AWARD WINNING 
OFFICERS. 
 
Police Chief Gomez introduced Officer Brian Porras, awarded Officer of the Year by Benevolent 
Order of Elks at the Safety Officers Appreciation Night. 

Police Chief Gomez introduced Albert Llanas awarded the Elsa Kechanova Award for being an 
advocate for victim’s rights serving as an unsung hero.  This award was presented at the Board of 
Supervisors Meeting by the Imperial County District Attorney’s. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

Ismael Lopez, 1094 Holdridge Avenue, spoke about issues hurting the City and commented how 
the City has not spoken about a strategy to solve City issues.  He questioned the lien on Sherman 
Industrial Park and wanted to know why the agenda item was not followed-up at this meeting.   
 
Maribel Padilla, Class of 82 is going to have a downtown clean-up this coming Saturday and 
invited Council Members to join the clean-up and do something for the City.  She also informed 
that the Class of 82 will be planting trees with Calexico high school on April 30th from 7:00 a.m. 
to 10 a.m.  Class of 82 is looking for tree donors and Calexico High School Students will be 
planting the trees. 
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Ruth Duarte spoke on behalf of Teamsters 542 regarding the contract with Republic Services.  She 
stated they have been in negotiations with Republic Services for several months and are working 
under several extensions on their contract which expired on September 2015 and the last extension 
ends in April and still have no resolution. She stated she is seeking the support of the Council 
regarding work stoppage that affects the community of Calexico and asked the Council to write a 
letter to the company and strongly urge them to do the right thing and come to a fair agreement or 
they would leave the City with no recourse but to seek another waste disposal service to the 
community.   

Raul Ureña extended an invitation to the 2nd annual free softball tournament for girls twelve and 
under on April 30, 2016 and May 1, 2016 at Nosotros Park.  Teams from Yuma and Valley will 
be hosted and asked for the City’s support to make it a great tournament.  The tournament is free 
thanks to the support from the Mexican Consulate. 

Jason Jung expressed concern regarding the City trying to renovate Cordova Park when the Fire 
Fighters are living in a fire house with mold and the firefighters are breathing in toxic mold.  He 
pointed out people are not feeling safe in Calexico and asked that the Council take care of its 
citizens. 

Interim City Manager Fenley stated the City is in the process of relocating the firefighters to the 
old court house to get them out of the existing fire house and the court house is being renovated to 
accommodate the firefighters. 

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 
Council Member Hurtado asked about site acquisition for the new Fire Station.  She spoke about 
the tax season; Obama Care, the issue with home solar systems which have a large tax break 
however, cautioned the community when buying the solar system.   

Council Member Real spoke about the plan to solve the City issues with the Finance Department 
and advised the books were closed on FY 13-14 and FY 14-15 and it is important to know where 
you are and once the auditors are done we will know about our future.  He commented on parks 
and the $11 million bond for the parks and the swimming pool and hats off to Administration on 
Cordova Park and the Fire Station.  He further commented on the mold issue at the Fire Station 
and the future improvements on Cordova Park. 

Council Member Hurtado left the dais at 7:41 p.m. 

He commented on parks and the Measure H bond with funds for Cordova Park, Fire Station and 
Parks.  He advised the Fire Department has had the mold issue for the past ten years which is a 
priority. 

Council Member Hurtado returned to the dais at 7:44 p.m. 

Council Member Real left the dais at 7:45 p.m. 
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Mayor Kim stated all residents have the right to have solar panels at a good cost.  Mayor Kim 
commented on sale and production of electricity. He questioned why the residents need to rely on 
an outside company.  He advised he visited the Finance Department and received a report that the 
first level of the audit was passed without any problems and the financial situation looks good and 
stated he is very proud of the Finance Department and will be recognizing them at the State of the 
City.  He also met the three persons from Korea Government including former Secretary of 
Ministry of Science and future planning and they spoke of manufacturing in Korea.  Mayor Kim 
requested a feasible study team for the Imperial Valley due to the high unemployment rate.  Mayor 
requested the companies to bring in blue collar jobs to Calexico.  He also asked them to speak with 
KIA automaker to try and bring them to Calexico and Mexicali. 

Council Member Real returned to the dais at 7:47 p.m. 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Congratulated Mss. Sandra Tauler for being named to the State Library Board by Governor Brown 
and congratulated her for a great job.  He also thanked the Heffernan Memorial Healthcare District 
for donating four heart monitors to the Fire Department for the ambulances.    

Council Member Real asked Chief Gomez for a timeline to bring the 5-6 volunteer police officers 
onboard.  Chief Gomez stated it would be about a week. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Hurtado pulled Item No. 12 for discussion. 

Motion was made by Council Member Moreno and seconded by Council Member Real and passed 
unanimously to approve Consent Agenda Items 9-11 consisting of the following:  Approval of 
City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency Successor Agency/Calexico 
Financing Authority Minutes for Meeting of April 5, 2016; Warrants from March 29th to April 
8th 2016; A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Calexico Approving a Certificate of 
Acceptance for Real Property Received Pursuant to a Land Exchange with Bordertown 
Investments LP.  

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION 

ITEM NO. 12. - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALEXICO AUTHORIZING INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE GRANT 
APPLICATION, MASTER AGREEMENT AND/OR ANY DOCUMENTATION 
PERTAINING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE NEW 
RIVER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – CALEXICO AREA PROJECT PLAN. 
 
Council Member Hurtado asked about grant opportunities and if this was a different grant or if this 
this is a grant that we cannot apply to. 
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Interim City Manager Fenley informed this is a Department of Transportation (DOT) grant 
presented in conjunction with the New River Committee and the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) and the governor has given the green light to pursue the design phase for the 
clean-up of the New River from the border to All American Canal where it crosses the New River.  
The design phase will encase the New River from that point to the All American Canal and create 
a wetlands area where they will be pumping the discharge from our sewer plant back to the border 
creating a clean river on top.  He stated this is on a short timeline and the Governor wants it done 
now.  He stated he met with Jose Angel from SWRCB who stated the City needs to take immediate 
action to get this in place. 

Mayor Kim asked if this had nothing to do with needing the audit report.  Interim City Manager 
Fenley advised the City is a co-applicants with Caltrans on this project.  

Council Member Real stated that at the League dinner, Antonio Ortega from IID mentioned the 
monies from the Governor that were allocated to the New River were about $2 million a year and 
this year it went to $80 million and thanked the Governor for the allocation.  

Mayor Kim commented the $80 million was for the Salton Sea.  

Motion was made by Council Member Castro, seconded by Council Member Real and passed 
unanimously to approve Resolution of the City Council of the City of Calexico Authorizing 
Interim City Manager to Execute Grant Application, Master Agreement and/or any Documentation 
Pertaining to the Department of Transportation for the New River Improvement Project – Calexico 
Area Project Plan.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Real and passed unanimously. 

DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL ACTION ITEMS 

AWARD BID FROM A&R CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $148,200.00 AND 
AUTHORIZE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO SIGN CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT 
WITH A&R CONSTRUCTION FOR THE RELOCATION AND ABANDONMENT OF 
WATERLINE ON BIRCH STREET (HWY 98). 

Council Member Real asked if the line will be abandoned.  Interim City Manager Fenley advised 
him it will be abandoned and it is a section from Eady Avenue south to the Family Resource 
Center.  The line needs to be abandoned and removed due to placement of a storm retention basin 
in that area.     

Motion by Council Member Real to award bid from A&R Construction in the amount of 
$148,200.00 and authorize Interim City Manager to sign Construction Agreement with A&R 
Construction for the Relocation and Abandonment of Waterline on Birch Street (Hwy. 98). 
Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Castro and passed by the following vote to wit: 

 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real, Moreno 
 NOES:  Hurtado 
 ABSENT: None 
 ABSTAIN: None 
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CHARTER CITY FORMATION, TIMELINE AND MATERIALS. 

Interim City Attorney Hargreaves stated this item was presented at the prior meeting and direction 
was to come forward for a timeline and selection of a committee in order to get it on the ballot for 
November election and stated the city needs to act very quickly.  He stated the first step is to select 
a charter advisory committee.  He suggested adopting the timeline and appoint the committee. 

Motion by Council Member Real to appoint a sub-committee from the Council and have each 
Council Member appoint a person with two members of the Council to the sub-committee.  Motion 
was seconded by Mayor Kim. 

Ruth Duarte, 2151 Yturralde spoke in opposition of the item.  She stated the item brings up a lot 
of red flags and there are a lot of things the City needs to be corrected before heading in this 
direction.  She asked if the Council knew the definition of a Charter City.  She stated that since 
there is no trust on the City by the voters, the Charter City gives the Council a lot of rights that are 
taken away from the State.  She commented the charter can only be amended by a majority vote 
of the community.  She pointed out the advantages of a charter city and how it allows a city to 
tailor its organization and elective offices, taking into consideration the unique and local conditions 
of the community.   

Olivia Valenzuela, 707 Rockwood stated she was very concerned with remarks by Ms. Duarte and 
questioned it because this has to be voted by the residents.  She asked if every resident is going to 
be allowed to vote or just registered voters.  She further stated this is different because the Council 
is going against state laws, labor laws, will not have to pay prevailing wages, not negotiate with 
the units and there are a lot of issues that need to be studied and reviewed and would like to be 
part of the sub-committee.  She felt the Council is rushing into this and the issues pending need to 
be cleared up before this is done. 

Council Member Real commented that adopting the timeline means this will go to the voters and 
sub-committee will give the Council recommendations on the pros and cons of becoming a Charter 
City. 

Mayor Kim stated the City is studying the process and people will then decide. 

Motion was seconded by Council Member Castro and passed by the following vote to wit: 

 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real 
NOES:  Moreno, Hurtado 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

Interim City Attorney Hargreaves pointed out the committee could be appointed at the next council 
meeting. 

Council Member Moreno left the dais at 8:11 p.m.  
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Mayor Kim made a motion to appoint Council Member Real and himself to the sub-committee. 
Motion dies due to lack of second. 

Council Member Moreno returned to the dais at 8:14 p.m. 

Ruth Duarte commented that the council needs to move relatively quickly for the November 
election.  She further stated this is a red-flag for the community because the Council is not seeking 
information, it is seeking to move forward.  She stated she read the back-up and saw a document 
to move forward with the item. She stated she does not support it now, but may support it in the 
future if the City Council regains the citizen’s trust. 

Olivia Valenzuela stated that what is being presented is misleading and the Council and the 
Council is taking action to move forward, not to study, committee formation or involvement.  She 
felt the Council was misleading the public and if the public is not present then they will not know 
what is going on. 

Council Member Real stated the Council cannot force the public to come in and he stated he made 
a motion to form the committee. He stated there has been no motion on adopt timeline and 
materials. He asked the City Attorney if the City would have to stay with the timeline if adopted 
and if it would automatically go to the November election. 

Interim City Attorney Hargreaves stated it means the Council is setting the plan to move forward 
and in order to move towards the November election, the Council has to have two public hearings 
and the charter committee has to meet and have to a plan going forward and this is what is being 
suggested to election and if it is going to be on the November ballot then there has to be a timeline 
on the formalities before it all comes together. 

Mayor Kim commented this is just a time schedule and does not mean it will be on the ballot.  All 
the details and schedules will be brought to the Council to decide if it will be on the ballot. 

Motion was made by Council Member Real to form a sub-committee to study the issue and to 
provide the pros and cons.   

Mr. Yanez stated he agreed with the ladies in the audience and the Council should decide and let 
the public be informed. 

Council Member Moreno stated the City did study this issue before and felt there were more 
disadvantages to becoming a charter city.   

Sylvia Bernal stated the city has a lot of problems and it is not in the best interest of the city to take 
on another problem.  She asked to take care of the problems that are not making the city look good.  
Once the council has taken care of business then talk about the charter city because this is bad 
timing.   

Council Member Moreno suggested looking at this item for November 2018. 
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Mayor Kim stated that if the City places it on the agenda, it does not mean the City will become a 
Charter City, it will take time and in case it passes the city will become a charter city in 2018. 

Interim City Attorney Hargreaves stated the timeline lays out a serious of steps and requirements 
and city council has to decide to put it on the ballot on the first week of August. 

Ismael Lopez asked the Council to prioritize the Charter City issue is on the list.  He further stated 
that if the charter is going to take the attention of the City and if the timing is not right then the 
City should move to a future date and move forward.   

Council Member Real stated his motion was for the formation of the board to study the issue on 
the pros and cons of City of Calexico becoming a charter city.  Council discussed the options on 
timelines for the possibility of placing the item on the November ballot.  Council Member Real 
stated he was not in a hurry to place this on the ballot. 

Council Member Real rescinded his prior motions. 

Motion by Mayor Kim to form an ad-hoc committee to study the possibility of placing the charter 
city issue on the November election.  Motion dies due to lack of second.   

Motion by real to form a sub-committee comprised of two council members and one committee 
member from each Council Member to study the pros and cons of a charter city and give them a 
timeline of 30 days to come back to the Council with Mayor Kim and Council Member Real as 
committee members.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Castro and passed by the following 
vote to wit: 

 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real 
 NOES:  Hurtado, Moreno 
 ABSENT: None 
 ABSTAIN: None 

Council Member Moreno appointed Ms. Olivia Valenzuela to the Charter Sub-Committee. 

Council Member Real appointed Ms. Ruth Duarte to the Charter Sub-Committee. 

CESAR CHAVEZ BLVD. IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UPDATE (COUNCILMAN 
MORENO). 

Council Member Moreno acknowledged receipt of the update report and commented that 
construction of this project to begin in March 2017.  Environmental and design phases will be 
completed this year and completion of construction would be January 31, 2019.  He asked if 
Highway 98 was being widened and resurfaced at the same time.  

Interim City Manager Fenley stated is part of the widening of Highway 98 in conjunction with the 
Cesar Chavez Blvd. widening and signalization will also take place at the intersection.  Council 
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Member Moreno asked if there would be four lanes going over the railroad tracks.  He was advised 
that there would be four lanes and two turn lanes. 

CALEXICO WEST LAND PORT-OF-ENTRY PROJECT UPDATE (COUNCILMAN 
MORENO). 
 
Council Member Moreno acknowledged receipt of the update report and asked for the completion 
date on Phase I of the West Land Port of Entry project is March 2018 and asked about funding of 
Phase II.  Interim City Manager Fenley advised Phase II funding is currently sitting on the 
President’s desk for approval of $248 million dollars and construction is on time. 

ADRIAN CORDOVA PARK PROJECT UPDATE (COUNCIL MEMBER HURTADO 
AND MAYOR KIM). 

Council Member Real made a motion to form a sub-committee as a future agenda item stated the 
need for more council interaction on this matter.   

Council Member Hurtado stated she wanted this to be a discussion item because these types of 
discussions are needed.   

Interim City Manager stated the item could go on the next agenda as a discussion item. 

Chuy Iñiguez, 960 G Anaya, commented on Council’s behavior on the issues.  He stated the 
Council needs to work together and do their job for the city.  He stated he looks forward to Cordova 
Park with lights for the kids.    He asked the Council forget the past and work for the future. 

Maribel Padilla asked Council Member Hurtado and Council Member Hurtado to attend the 
briefings and asked the Council to move forward.   

Ruth Duarte spoke in support of the park and agreed with Mr. Iñiguez that the kids need the park 
with lights plus it will also increase the value of the homes.  She also requested the Council to 
respect the audience when they speak. 

Council Member Hurtado stated the reason she wanted the item on the agenda for discussion and 
proposed that council build a park because there are funds to build it.  She further stated the City 
is not able to apply for grants and asked why the City is not building the park.  She asked the 
Council come together and build the park and give the citizens the resources to improve the sports 
for the residents. 

Council Member Real stated he would like to work with Council Member Hurtado and asked that 
she meet with Mr. Fenley on this matter. 

Mr. Yañez stated this is an informational item and asked what information was being given.  He 
also asked when the plans would be approved and when the City plans to begin to work on the 
park.  Mr. Yañez questioned what has been done on the project, because if the City is going to 
break ground in June, then it is misleading the community. 
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Interim City Manager Fenley stated he is currently in the process of obtaining bids for design and 
an idea for the cost of design.   

Mayor Kim spoke about stabilizing the City prior to continuing with projects.   

Mr. Ureña spoke about his travel team go to different cities where they have beautiful parks and 
hopes that Calexico can have the same.  He asked Council to work on the park in order to bring 
people to live in Calexico and also to have future tournaments. 

Council Member Moreno left the meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Council Member Real – Select a sub-committee for Cordova Park.  
2. Council Member Castro – Update from New River Committee and outreach with the 

community. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 
      Joong S. Kim, Mayor 

ATTEST 

 

_______________________________ 
Gabriela T. Garcia, Deputy City Clerk 










































































































