




















THE CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY MET IN REGULAR 
SESSION ON THE 21ST DAY OF APRIL 2015 AT 6:30 P.M. AT THE FERNANDO 
"NENE" TORRES COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 608 HEBER AVENUE, CALEXICO, CA. 
THE DATE, HOUR AND PLACE DULY ESTABLISHED FOR THE HOLDING OF SAID 
MEETING. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Closed Session portion of the agenda was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by Mayor Moreno. 
 
ATTENDANCE 

Mayor:   John M. Moreno 
Mayor Pro Tem: Joong S. Kim  
Council Member: Luis J. Castro 
Council Member: Armando Real 
Council Member: Maritza Hurtado 

Benjamin Horton spoke in reference to Item No. 1 on the closed session agenda and pointed out 
that what has taken place in the past when the attorney advised Council Member Castro on his 
conflict of interest and she told him he was up to him to decide.  He stated that due to the situation 
the City is in, it is time for the City to move forward and make the change. 

Carlton Hargrave commented on the letter issued by Debra Owen, Assistant District Attorney, 
where it states the Brown Act violations by the City which should have been noted by the City 
Attorney and pointed out to the Council.  He also referred to the violation of government code 
with regard to the City Attorney’s eligibility for retirement and stated it is time for change and to 
move forward. 

Mayor Moreno commented on his discussion with John Schull where he commended the City on 
hiring Mr. Warne and Mr. Bostic.  He pointed out that JPIA continues to watch the City and the 
Council.  

City Manager Warne spoke about the reasons for having the item on the agenda and about the 
investigation on the City Attorney’s eligibility for PERS. 

City Attorney Boehmer advised this was closed session discussion. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim asked if the Mayor had approved the agenda.  Mayor advised him he had not 
and that Council should go into closed session.  

Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated the City Manager should not have brought the item to Council because 
the City Attorney is hired and fired by the Council not be Staff. 

City convened in Closed Session at 5:44 p.m. to discuss the following: 
 

1.  PUBLIC EMPLOEE DISCIPLINEE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE  
     Government Code 54957 (b) 
     Title:  City Attorney 
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2.  PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT  
     Government Code 54957 (b) 
     Title:  Interim City Attorney/City Attorney 

Council reconvened from closed session at 6:50 p.m.  

 
CALEXICO CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO REDEVELOPMENT  
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY 

REGULAR SESSION 6:30 P.M. 
 
The regular session portion of the agenda was called to order at 6:53 p.m. by Mayor Moreno.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
(All Council Members were present:  Moreno, Kim, Castro, Real, Hurtado) 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Moreno led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Invocation was given by Pastor Hugo Guillen, Seventh Day Adventist Church. 

CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Council met in closed session and voted 3-2 to terminate services with the firm of McDougal, 
Love, Eckis, Boehmer and Foley.  The firm will stay on for a period of 30 days to facilitate the 
transition.  Vote was as follows: 

 AYES:  Moreno, Real, Hurtado 
 NOES:  Kim, Castro 
 ABSENT: None 
 ABSTAIN: None 

 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. 

Motion was made by Council Member Hurtado for approval of agenda as presented.  Motion was 
seconded by Mayor Moreno. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated he had questions on agenda and stated he and Council Member Real 
agreed to place an item for the agenda on fiscal emergency and asked why it was not on the agenda.  
Mayor Moreno stated he advised him he called him to discuss the agenda and never received a call 
back.  Mayor Pro Tem Kim disagreed with Mayor on the call.  Mayor asked for back-up on the 
item.   
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Council Member Real left the Council Chambers at 6:58 p.m. 

Mayor Moreno asked Mayor Pro Tem Kim why he wants to call for a fiscal emergency and asked 
for back-up on the item.  Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated providing back-up documents is the job of 
City Staff. Mayor stated he asked the clerk if Mayor Pro Tem Kim had brought back-up.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Kim stated he had been advised the day before the meeting.   Mayor Moreno and Mayor 
Pro Tem Kim discussed the matter of back-up information and Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated he did 
not have back-up because it was job of staff to provide. 

Council Member Real returned to Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. 

Motion passed by the following vote to wit: 

AYES:  Moreno, Castro, Real, Hurtado 
NOES:  Kim  
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

PROCLAMATION OF VETERANS APPRECIATION MONTH - MAY 2015. 

Council Members took turns reading the Proclamation of Veterans Appreciation Month – May 
2015.  Mayor Moreno presented the Proclamation to Mr. Linn McAllister, Retired Marine assisting 
Veterans in the County.  Mr. McAllister spoke about the privilege of working for the veterans and 
assisting them with jobs.  The proclamation will be on display at the El Centro EDD during the 
month of May. 

PRESENTATION BY THE CALEXICO POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION. 

Sean Acuña, CPOA President, Armando Orosco, Vice-President, Member Legaspi were present 
for the presentation, Mr. Acuña stated he was pleased to report the CPOA has opened a dialogue 
with the City.  He spoke about the misperception regarding the State Attorney General being here 
and the CPOA fully support them being here for the next seven to nine months.  He stated they 
will assess and make recommendations on how to improve the department.  He further stated this 
is a progressive step in making the Calexico Police Department a premier department in California 
and this is something positive for the department.   

Richard Warne, Interim City Manager thanked Mr. Acuña for their willingness to work with City 
Staff. 

Hurtado stated it is a refreshing new attitude and professionalism. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

Jason Jung, reference to the City officials committing crimes of extortion, fraud and conspiracy.  
He stated he requested his item to be placed on the agenda and was told he was not on the agenda.  
He spoke about the incompetence of Mr. Servin and Mr. Quinn and hoped that his item would be 
placed on the next agenda to discuss it in detail. 
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Angel Esparza provided update on the State of the City address video.  He stated this has been the 
most engaging state of the City Address.  The video has had combined 311 shares, 486 comments 
on positive aspects and price, 2,400 likes and 19,000 video views.  He stated the message was 
inspiring and asked the community to become more involved. 

Alex Perrone, thanked Mayor Moreno and Council Member Real for the time to meet on the water 
payment drop box which is a convenient service to seniors.  He commended Mayor Moreno for 
his state of the City speech and his family’s legacy.  He hoped for the council to be united and 
asked that the council make their own decision and not be influenced by anyone else.  He 
encouraged them to do the right thing. 

John Romo stated he concurred that everyone should be moving ahead because Calexico is a 
growing community.  He stated he does not deal with personalities and hoped that everyone does 
the same and hoped the City was moving in the right direction and come to understand what is 
right and wrong.   

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Mayor Moreno thanked all the people that attended and viewed the State of the City Address on 
You Tube.  He spoke about building bridges and the Council could agree to disagree.  He attended 
Arbor Day at Kennedy Gardens under direction of Javier Gonzalez.  He thanked the residents of 
Kennedy Gardens for their involvement, the Girl Scout Troup for being involved in the 
environment.  He encouraged the City Manager to bring back the drop box for water payments. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim, agreed with Mayor Moreno and felt it was a nonsense to remove the drop 
box.  He advised he attended the Air Quality Control meeting on April 15, 2015.  Addressed the 
issue of burning fields and asked that they place it on the next meeting agenda.  He requested a 
special meeting on April 23, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. for: 

1.  Public Employee Discipline Dismissal Release, Government Code 54957(b).  Title:  Interim 
City Manager. 
2.  Public Employee Appointment/Employment, Government Code 54957(b), Title:  Interim City 
Manager/City Manager. 
3.  Calexico City Council to declare a fiscal emergency due to the City of Calexico Bad 
Economy and City Financial Status. 

Mayor Moreno requested Mayor Pro Tem Kim meet with him and City Manager to this matter 
further.  He asked to set up a meeting.   

Council Member Real stated he is concerned about the economy but does not concur with the State 
of Emergency and this time and felt that Council should look at the finances before calling a state 
of emergency.  Council Member Castro supported Mayor Pro Tem Kim’s items and felt there are 
huge financial problems. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated that if another Council Member concurred with his request it should 
be placed on the next agenda. 
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Council Member Real asked the City Attorney for opinion.  City Attorney Boehmer stated it takes 
two members of the council to concur at a public meeting pursuant to the agenda policy.   

Mayor stated the items would be placed on the next regular session.   

Council Member Hurtado questioned the City Attorney on the matter on which items are being 
requested for the agenda.  She stated if the Council Member states there is a financial crisis and 
we want evidence of the position and there would be a preparation process and not just the Council 
Member’s opinion.  She stated it is felt that there is no financial crisis and if such a controversial 
item is being brought forward there should be justification of the item in order to be fair to the 
citizens.  

Council Member Real stated the staff should provide the documentation.  Mayor Pro Tem Kim 
concurred.  City Attorney Boehmer read from section 3b of the agenda policy which states that 
any Council Member may place an item on the upcoming council agenda.  Council Member 
Hurtado stated that when the staff prepares an item there is back-up documentation and asked if 
when a Council Member requests an item, there would also be documentation.  City Attorney 
Boehmer stated he would suggest there should be, but the agenda policy does not mandate that 
there be documentation.  However to make it meaningful you would want the back-up information. 

Richard Warne, City Manager stated there used to have an item called Future Agenda Items and 
Council voted that before any item went on the agenda, it had to go through the City Manager’s 
office and vetted.  He stated the agenda policy was amended by a vote of the City Council.  He 
further stated that to spring an item on the dais without preparation, no matter what the item, is not 
fair to anyone.  The reason why the Council changed the policy was so there would be appropriate 
vetting and appropriate information and the Council actually voted on that item.  Mayor Moreno 
requested that Mayor Pro Tem Kim provide the background material for the item.   

Council Member Castro congratulated all the persons who participated in the car show.  It was a 
beautiful event.  This kind of event is great for Calexico but we need to look on how to maintain 
the restrooms in the downtown area.  He stated that the City has not maintained the restrooms for 
the past three weeks and they were filthy.  He stated he sent information on this matter to the City 
Manager and Mayor to address this matter.  He stated it is embarrassing and wanted to hear from 
the City Manager as to what happened that day.  Richard stated the Councilman Castro sent him a 
text and public works confirmed that the restrooms were cleaned prior to the car show however, it 
is difficult to keep the downtown clean unless someone is posted there 24 hours a day.   

Council Member Castro stated the need to look for options on cleaning the downtown restrooms. 

Council Member Hurtado thanked the Department of Justice and U.S. Attorney’s Office meeting 
with stakeholders of city of Calexico and they provided a good explanation on their visit which is 
to assess.  She announced there was a Mexicali Bi-National Group Meeting and they heard from 
the New River Committee who moving on their projects and discussed plans for projects with the 
New Port of Entry.  She visited the beach after the week-end when there is a lot of traffic.  She 
stated the restrooms and the beach area were dirty and the area was not clean.  These areas are 
similar to Calexico and we are trying to clean and two persons have been assigned to the downtown 
along with the graffiti mobile which will clean up graffiti.  We are all focused on pointing out the 
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negative issues and should look for solutions.  She spoke about having the items of removing the 
City Manager and Chief Bostic on the agenda and stated they are getting old and we should let the 
City heal and move on because we have so much potential and should not make the citizens 
concerned over our stability. 

Council Member Real concurred with Castro on the car show because it was a great turn out and 
it was very well orchestrated and very nice cars were shown.  Congratulated the Mayor on the 
State of the City and Mi Calexico did a very good job on the video.   He spoke about things he has 
publicly stated regarding changes for the City.  He stated that if he made it seem like he wants to 
privatize everything in the City, it is that he is opening up the discussion on privatization because 
this has not been brought up and maybe it is not the best option for the City.  He stated he spoke 
to Sean Acuna and showing his support for getting the Police Department to get back on track.  He 
requested future agenda items: 

1.  Business owners have been speaking about sign ordinance and flags.  

Mayor Pro Tem Kim concurred with his request.  Mayor stated this has to go to Planning 
Commission first for review.   

2. Possible discussion on a forensic audit on the City.  Council Member Castro concurred 
with his request.  Mayor requested to meet with Council Member Real.  

Council Member Real stated the City Manager and Police Chief have done a great job and it is 
time to finish this off their contracts and would like to place the item on the next agenda for the 
Chief of Police and City Manager Contracts.     

City Attorney Steve Boehmer stated there is a finalized contract for the City Manager and the 
Police Chief and if they are the ones presented, they can be placed on the agenda. 

Council Member Hurtado stated she thought it was decided that there would be a change to the 
negotiating team.  City Attorney Boehmer stated this would have to be on the agenda to be voted 
on to change the sub-committee. 

City Attorney Boehmer recommended closed session to finalize to know exactly what contracts 
are going on the agenda and a public agenda item to conform to the government code so you have 
the correct agreements, terms and conditions and place the City Manager and Police Chief 
agreements in public session for a vote as per the government code requirements.   
 
Jessie Gallardo stated the need to be more professional and have more communication between 
the Council Members and the City Manager. 
 
Guillermo Hermosillo, requested to bring back Future Agenda Items and things would be easier 
for Council Members to place items on the agenda.     

 
Olivia Valenzuela thanked for bringing back the drop box.  She also reported a vacant lot on 
Halcon Court behind Escalante Plaza that is full of dry tumbleweeds and trash and believed this is 
a fire hazard.  She also reported that someone was popping fire crackers until 2:30 a.m.     
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim pulled Items 10 and 11 for discussion. 

Council Member Real made a motion to approve Item No.’s 5 to 9 of the Consent Agenda as 
follows:  City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency Successor Agency/ Calexico 
Financing Authority Minutes for Regular Meeting of April 7, 2015, December 6, 2011, October 
5, 2010 and Special Meeting Minutes for October 5, 2010; Application for Alcoholic Beverage 
License for Crown Oil, Inc., 824 S. Imperial Avenue, Calexico, CA 92231; Application for 
Alcoholic Beverage License for Crown Oil, Inc., Crown Oil USA #798, 444 S. Imperial Avenue, 
Calexico, CA  92231; Application for Alcoholic Beverage License for Crown Oil, Inc., Crown Oil 
USA #796, 1036 S. Imperial Avenue, Calexico, CA  92231; Warrants from March 20, 2015 to 
April 7, 2015. Motion was seconded by Council Member Hurtado and passed unanimously. 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION  

APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF 2.26 ACRES FROM THE CALEXICO FOREIGN 
TRADE ZONE DESIGNATION TO JE EXPORTS LOCATED AT 701 CESAR CHAVEZ 
BLVD. AND 224 GRANT STREET, CALEXICO. 

David Harlow, Foreign Trade Zone Consultant for the JPA stated this item is to take current 
Foreign Trade Zone and transfer it to another area so they may take advantage of the zone benefits. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim asked if they would be changing it to a new area.   

Councilman Real asked if it is renaming the zoning to receive tax benefits.  He was informed that 
there are no businesses utilizing the current zone at this time and the area to which the zone is 
moving to does have businesses that are ready to take advantage of the benefits. 

City Manager Warne stated this is good for economic development. 

Motion was made by Council Member Real, seconded by Mayor Moreno and passed unanimously 
to approve the transfer of 2.26 acres from the Calexico Foreign Trade Zone designation to JE 
Exports located at 701 Cesar Chavez Blvd. and 224 Grant Street, Calexico. 

11. APPROVE TDA RESOLUTIONS AND CLAIMS: 
A) TDA ARTICLE 8(E) APPLICATION, CLAIM AND RESOLUTION FOR $17,647.00. 
B) TDA ARTICLE 8(E) APPLICATION, CLAIM AND RESOLUTION FOR $25,000.00. 
C) TDA ARTICLE 3 APPLICATION, CLAIM AND RESOLUTION FOR $30,707.00. 

City Manager Warne advised these funds come from a quarter cent tax statewide and these are 
funds allocated to the City and require the passing of resolution to claim the funds. 

Motion by Council Member Real, seconded by Mayor Moreno to approve RDA Resolutions and 
Claims.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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(1) CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL CALEXICO CODE OF ETHICS VIOLATIONS 
BY COUNCIL MEMBER LUIS CASTRO AND (2) CONSIDERATION OF A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALEXICO 
REPRIMANDING AND CENSURING COUNCIL MEMBER CASTRO FOR 
VIOLATING THE CITY OF CALEXICO CODE OF ETHICS AND STRIPPING HIM OF 
ALL CITY COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS.  

City Manager Warne stated there is a staff report stating what has happened and the citizens have 
a video that they would like to show.  He recommended the citizens be allowed to show the video.  
City Manager stated the video is graphic and stated persons who are easily offended or have 
children may want to leave the chambers. 

Citizens presented video with conversation between Mr. Abelardo Perez and Council Member 
Castro.  Maribel Padilla spoke about the past meeting when Mayor Moreno dismissed the 
reprimand and 12 other people who supported the reprimand were not considered.   She stated that 
only in Calexico can the compadres shake hands and everything is over with.  She spoke about 
giving Mr. Castro a second hand and an olive branch and we all know what he did with the olive 
branch.  She asked at what point Calexico becomes professional.  She pointed out that Mr. Perez 
is a citizen and has a business in Calexico and Council Member Castro has constantly voted against 
him.  She pointed out that Mr. Perez was upset because Council Member Castro was the first one 
to use profanity.   Ms. Padilla pointed out that Council Member Castro is supposed to be above 
this since he signed the code of ethics.   

Abelardo Perez spoke about the incident in the video and he spoke about Council Member Castro’s 
actions.  He spoke about bringing his transportation items to the Council.  He stated he asked 
Council Member Castro to recues himself on his transportation items.  He spoke about Council 
Member working on the buses and stated he is trying to prove he has a conflict of interest.  

Benjamin Horton stated the people put elected officials to high standards and should let their 
performance speak for itself.  He stated the people expect the Council Members to be leaders and 
to do and be above reproach.  He spoke about standards and expects Council to police their own, 
to do what has to be done and send a message to the public.  City officials should be the example. 

Janine Farias spoke about Council Member Castro’s gesture towards Mrs. Padilla.  She expressed 
her embarrassment for his actions.     

Giovan Castro asked who would censure Mrs. Padilla and her vulgar language and the lies told by 
Mr. Abelardo Perez against him. 

Persons who support the censuring of Council Member Castro but do not want to speak:  Mrs. 
Sosa and Mrs. Francina De Necochea Gonzalez. 

Sugey Quezada 1233 P. Rashid Street, stated there has been a fight and asked the City Council 
Members and community to work together.  She pointed out this is not the place to show this type 
of video.  She stated that everyone knows that video cannot be relied on because they can be photo 
shopped.  She stated she brought her son to show him about the City and she did not like the fact 
that she had to leave the chambers.  We need to work together to beautify the City, the Streets, the 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES Page | 9 APRIL 21, 2015 
 

downtown and all should be responsible for what we say and do and would like to see 
collaboration.   

Marlene Thomas stated that she takes no sides and likes all and deals with the issues.  She stated 
the need to speak about leadership and the absence of leadership because of the fighting.   She 
stated the people outside of Calexico do not look at Kim or Castro, they look at all of you and you 
need to get together as leaders.  She stated to strip someone is ridiculous, this man has been elected, 
six months after there is a recall and it fails, and this is an obsession and this needs to stop.  Calexico 
is an economic disaster area with no banks, schools are in trouble and all you talk about is Castro 
and the buses.  She asked for evidence that he owns the transportation company other than a video 
and asked that they step forward and present the documentation.   

Mayor Pro Tem Kim agree with community members that we should take care of business for the 
citizen’s benefit and not fighting each other.   

Mayor Pro Tem Kim read a letter to the public: 

From: Joong S. Kim 
 
To:  Gabriela Garcia, Deputy City Clerk 
Richard Warne, Interim City Manager 
John Moreno, Mayor 
608 Heber Avenue 
Calexico, CA  92231 
 
Steve E. Boehmer, City Attorney 
 
4/21/2015 
 
Dear Deputy City Clerk, 

Regarding City Calexico Resolution No. 2015-08 which was PASSED, ADOPTED AND 
APPROVED on Feb. 03, 2015 by the City Council of the Calexico. 

I, Joong S. Kim, City Councilman HEREBY RESCOND my vote and signature on this issue. 

As I have discovered along with many others this RESOLUTION was a fraud and is being used 
as a political tool to humiliate people. I am not playing the game and I will tell the truth.  Its not 
being used for the public good.  All I am witnessing his hypocrisy and false statements. 

Signed:  Joong S. Kim 

Hurtado stated the issue is that anger by citizens is because in the past there have been several 
issues on transportation in Calexico.  She stated that each item that has been come up on the agenda 
has been a fight where certain Council Members have embarrassed persons and Agencies who 
have come to the City including Mr. Mark Baza, a person who is well regarded in the 
Transportation area.  She pointed out that every company that has come to Calexico for 
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transportation they are show down, humiliated and intimated and all because there are special 
interests going on in this Council.  She stated she believed this is where you see the anger in the 
citizens with the conflict of interest that exists.  Council Member Hurtado stated the conflict of 
interest rules exist so that the Council Members do not vote with special interests in mind.  She 
stated that when a Council Members have a conflict they should remove themselves.  She stated 
the anger comes from the Council not respecting the community because of the conflicts that exist.   

Council Member Castro read letter to the public and apologized to the Community for his offensive 
language but stated he was not apologizing to Mr. Perez.  He stated he filed a police report and he 
was informed by the police department that this report goes to the District Attorney’s office.  He 
stated that back in December Mr. Perez’s wife stopped her bus in the middle of the street and took 
pictures of him and this is harassment.  He believed the majority of this Council does not want to 
see this type of videos in the Council Chambers. He stated that in 2008 his son bought the business 
and since then he is the owner and people still state there is a conflict of interest.  Council Member 
Castro spoke about being harassed and once again apologized to the community for using offensive 
language.  He stated he respects his people and his colleagues’ decision and he is mature enough 
to confront the problem.   

Council Member Hurtado called for the question.  Call for the question died due to lack of second. 

Council Member Real stated he feels this is a new council even though some of the members have 
been here for many years and quoted “Those who look only to the past or the present are certain 
to miss the future.”  He stated that as Council Members they should not be screaming foul language 
to people on the streets.  He further stated he has been harassed from time to time and it takes a 
bigger person to say, I’m the elected official and I will restrain myself from making a fool of 
myself.”   Council Member Real expressed his shock at how the Council is so divided, however, 
he is still trying to work together with the Council Members and trying to get along.  He stated the 
Council should be ashamed to have this item on the agenda and the Council should agree to 
disagree and move forward. 

Mayor Moreno stated he is disappointed and this could have been avoided had Mr. Castro had the 
clear conscious to step down when it was a transportation issue.  He stated it is not for the Council 
to prove it is not his transportation, it is for him to step down.  Mayor Moreno commented on an 
item on the agenda related to Wells Fargo, which is where his brother is employed, and he pointed 
out he stepped down because he does not to be perceived as having a conflict of interest. Mayor 
Moreno commented on the incidents with transportation items on the agenda and stated that if 
Council Member Castro had removed himself from the items on transportation, many of these 
situations could have been avoided. 

A motion by Mayor Pro Tem Kim not to approve the item.  Motion died due to lack of second. 

Motion was made by Council Member Real to approve the resolution to reprimand and censure 
and leave him on the committees.  Motion was second by Council Member Hurtado. 

Council Member Castro requested clarification on the motion.  City Attorney Boehmer stated this 
is a public reprimand. 
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Motion passed by the following vote to wit: 

 AYES:  Real, Hurtado, Moreno 
 NOES:  Kim 
 ABSENT: None 
 NO VOTE: Castro 

Council took a recess at 8:47 p.m. 

Council returned from recess at 9:00 p.m. 

APPROVE AGREEMENT FOR THE EXCHANGE OF REAL PROPERTY AND JOINT 
ESCROW INSTRUCTIONS BETWEEN BORDERTOWN INVESTMENTS, LP AND THE 
CITY OF CALEXICO SUBJECT TO FINAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE CITY 
MANAGER AND BY CITY ATTORNEY. 

City Manager stated the Gran Plaza Developer wants to move forward with phase 1B and 2A and 
have submitted plans for the building and engineering and the environmental document is being 
circulated.  He further stated that in order for this project to move forward there needs to be a land 
exchange and it involves of one parcel, represented by the blue parcel, for three parcels, 
represented by parcels in purple, green and yellow as depicted on the map presented.  This means 
the City will exchange 20.31 acres for 24.52 acres of land owned by Bordertown Investments, LP 
which means we are getting more property in the exchange. In addition, the City had an 
independent appraisal conducted for the both properties to ensure that the City received either 
comparable value or more value in the exchange and the tax payers do not lose anything. He 
reported that the exchange comes to the City at an increase of $ 195,000 dollars.  City Manager 
stated Staff recommends that Council Approval contingent upon approval of the City Manager and 
City Attorney. 

Council Member Real asked if the appraisal was performed based on the square footage method 
and asked if a highest and best use was in the appraisal.   

Public Works Director/City Engineer Servin stated there was an in depth appraisal of the properties 
and it was based on square footage.  He informed there was an appraisal and a consultant who 
reviewed the appraisal.   

Council Member Hurtado moved for approval of the Agreement for the Exchange of Real Property 
and Joint Escrow Instructions between Bordertown Investments, LP and the City of Calexico 
subject to final review and approval by the City Manager and by the City Attorney.  Motion was 
seconded by Mayor Moreno for discussion. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated Council Member Real made a point and sometimes the value depends 
on the location and size and location is very valuable.  He stated when you change the value and 
land sometimes value is higher.  Mayor Pro Tem Kim expressed his concern on losing value on 
the land due to the switch. 
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Council Member Real stated that a larger parcel of land is worth more than three parcels, and he 
supports because Gran Plaza brings jobs to the City, but if we approve it and if Gran Plaza does 
not do anything, can it revert to the City.  Mr. Servin stated that if in eight (8) years they do not 
build anything on the property then it reverts back.  He also informed that they must come back in 
two years for an extension and the City is already reviewing plans.    Motion passed by the 
following vote to wit: 

AYES:  Moreno, Real, Hurtado 
NOES:  Kim, Castro 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL CITY COUNCIL GUIDANCE REGARDING DUST 
CONTROL COVERING FOR AUTO STORAGE AND PARKING LOTS. 

Mr. Servin stated the current ordinance is vague and felt this should be sent to planning 
commission for review and recommendation and then be brought back to council for approval.   

Council Member Real asked if this was the protocol on these matters.  Mr. Servin advised this is 
the current protocol.  Council Member Real asked about the all-weather surfaces and if the City is 
asking for parking lots to have black top or cement then there is nothing for the City to do or is 
staff asking for direction to implement. 

Nick, Argument can be made that the surface could also be DG or Class 2 base or other surface 
that wears well under inclement weather.   

City Manager Warne stated that if the Council wanted hard surface then Council could amend the 
definition remove “all weather”.  This would still have to go back to Planning for review and for 
a public hearing and return to Council for approval.   

Mayor Pro Tem Kim stated Council should refer the item to the Planning Commission. 

City Council concurred with recommendation and referred the item to Planning Commission. 

APPOINTMENT OF A RESIDENT COMMISSIONER TO THE CALEXICO HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

Motion by Castro to appoint Mario Acevedo.  Motion died due to lack of second. 

Arturo Rioseco, 825 E. Second Street, Calexico reminded the Council that this is the fourth 
meeting that you have not made a decision.  He stated the housing commission is going through a 
difficult time and urged the Council to make the appointment.  He urged the Council not to appoint 
commissioners with a political motive.  They should appoint the best person in that position.   He 
recommended Mr. Mario Acevedo for the commission because he is a good candidate.  He stated 
the budget does not belong to the City, it belongs to the Housing Authority through the Federal 
Government. 
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Council Member Real asked for clarification as to whether this appointment for the Housing 
Authority had anything to do with the newly passed ordinance for commissions.  City Manager 
Warne stated this is totally separate plus it is an appointment by the entire City Council.  

John Romo, resident of Calexico stated the housing authority is not an extension of the City 
Council.  He stated he did not apply because he does not deal with personalities and he deals with 
respect and addressed the reasons why he did not apply for the resident commissioner position.  
He asked the Council pick the best candidate and he vouched for Mr. Acevedo. 

Council Member Real made a motion to appoint Mario Acevedo to the Housing Authority Board.  
Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kim and passed by the following vote to wit: 

 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real 
 NOES:  Moreno, Hurtado 
 ABSENT: None 

APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL MEMBER REAL TO THE STREET NAMING 
COMMITTEE. 

Council Member Real appointed on Jessie Gallardo to the Street Naming Committee. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       John M. Moreno, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 

 
___________________________________________ 
Gabriela T. Garcia, Deputy City Clerk 

 
































































































































