






















































































THE CALEXICO CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO REDEVELOPMENT SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON 
THE 5TH DAY OF JULY, 2016 AT 5:30 P.M. AT THE FERNANDO “NENE” TORRES 
COUNCIL CHAMBERSS, 608 HEBER AVENUE, CALEXICO, CALIFORNIA.  THE 
DATE, HOUR AND PLACE DULY ESTABLISHED FOR THE HOLDING OF SAID 
MEETING. 
 
CLOSED SESSION AGENDA- 5:30 P.M.  
 

CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Kim called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. 

ROLL CALL. 
Mayor:   Joong S. Kim 
Mayor Pro Tem: Luis J. Castro 
Council Member: Armando Real 
Council Member: John M. Moreno 
 
ABSENT: 
Council Member: Maritza Hurtado 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  No public comments. 

CLOSED SESSION 

City Council convened in closed session at 5:47 p.m. to discuss the following: 

1. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS  
Agency Representatives: City Manager, City Attorney 
Employee Organizations: Police Officers Association, Fire Fighters Association, 
Supervisors Association, Certified Operators Association/SEIU Local 221, Calexico 
Municipal Employees Association.  (Govt. Code Section 54957.6). 

 
City Council reconvened from closed session at 6:33 p.m. 
 

CALEXICO CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO REDEVELOPMENT 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY 

 
REGULAR SESSION AGENDA - 6:30 P.M. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Kim called the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m. 
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ATTENDANCE. 

Mayor:   Joong S. Kim 
Mayor Pro Tem: Luis J. Castro 
Council Member: Armando Real 
Council Member: John M. Moreno 
 
ABSENT 
Council Member: Maritza Hurtado 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
Ms., Cynthia Alba led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS.   
 
City Attorney Hargreaves stated there were no reportable was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. 
 
Motion was made by Council Member Real, seconded by Council Member Moreno to approve the 
agenda as presented.  Motion passed by the following vote to wit: 
 
 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real, Moreno 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Hurtado 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
PRESENTATION BY MAYOR KIM TO MR. NICK FENLEY AND MRS. SUSAN 
MEYERS IN RECOGNITION OF DEDICATION AND SERVICE TO THE CITY. 
 
Mayor Kim read the recognitions to Mr. Fenley and Mrs. Meyers.  Due to Mr. Fenley and Mrs. 
Mayer not being able to attend tonight’s meeting, the plaques will be presented at a later meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
 
Javier Gonzalez addressed the Council regarding the conditions of the parks and stated he has on 
numerous occasions spoken with each of the Council Members regarding parks drying up.  He 
also addressed the park behind the Alejandro Rivera which has never been built and stated he 
spoken to the Calexico Community Action Council (CCAC) about this park and nothing has 
happened.  He also addressed having celebrations in the City for the 15th of September, Cinco de 
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Mayo and 4th of July at Rockwood Plaza a it was in the past and he offered to work on these events 
as a volunteer.  Mayor Kim requested the City Manager look into the problems at the parks. 
 
Jason Jung addressed that Daniel Chew, Developer for Towncenter Plaza and advised the Council 
on Mr. Chew’s tax problems with the 37 parcels at Towncenter.  Mr. Jung questioned the $3 
million dollar grant for the Towncenter and asked how the City would be able to repay the grant.  
He further stated that Mr. Chew is not completing projects in other cities and asked to know who 
this pushed this project about 7 years ago. 
 
REORGANIZATION: 
 
CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION: 
APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR/CHAIRMAN OF THE CITY OF CALEXICO/CALEXICO 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY SUCCESSOR AGENCY FOR THE YEAR 
2016-2017 
 
Council Member Moreno nominated Council Member Castro to be appointed Mayor for 2016-
2017.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Real and passed by the following vote to wit: 
 
 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real, Moreno 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Hurtado 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 
CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION: 
APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR PRO TEM/VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE CITY OF 
CALEXICO/CALEXICO COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY FOR THE YEAR 2016-2017 
 

Council Member Moreno nominated Council Member Real to be appointed Mayor Pro Tem for 
2016-2017.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Castro and passed by the following vote to wit: 
 

 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real, Moreno 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Hurtado 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 
COMMENTS BY OUTGOING MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM. 
Mr. Kim stated action is more important than speaking.  He addressed the turmoil in Calexico over 
the past year and the two changes in management.  He stated deficiencies in the City were found 
and he has tried to fix them.  He stated it is a sad story that the City will have a deficit for the next 
couple of years, he spoke about the deficit for fiscal years 2014-15 and 2015-16 which have been 
caused by an inactive Council.  He stated the Council has tried to fix this problem for the past year 
and the new incoming Mayor now has to take over the hardship and there are still a lot of hard 
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decisions by the Council to save the City, the City budget and the employees because they rely on 
their payroll from the City.  He stated the Council has a duty to try to minimize the impact and 
maximize the services to the community.  He stated he hopes the City will be better now that the 
City knows where it is at financially and is honored to work with the community and to have 
served one year as Mayor.  He stated that if he had not been Mayor the City could not have had 
real numbers. He thanked his fellow Council Members, the Citizens who supported and trusted 
him and stated he had done his duty as best as he could for the community. 
 
COMMENTS BY OUTGOING MAYOR PRO TEM 
 
Mr. Castro thanked the City Council for having the confidence in him to be the Mayor of Calexico 
for this coming year.  He stated the coming year will be a challenge in light of the current fiscal 
situation.  Last week we were presented with a true picture of our finances and it was not good.  
He stated the Council also approved a budget which requires substantial cuts which means 
adjustments and sacrifices will have to be made in order to close the deficit gap by August 1, 2016.   
Mayor Castro agreed 100% with Ms. Susan Mayer that the City needs to reset, look forward and 
move forward.  He advised that the Council has directed the City Manager to develop a strategy 
to close the deficit gap in the General Fund for this coming year.  He stated the strategies will 
involve making adjustments in how we make expenses, increase revenues and ask the City 
employees to assist the City and make sacrifices during this difficult time. Mayor Castro stated he 
values the City employees’ work and will remember they have helped the City in its time of need 
and will work to move the City forward to a better time and financial situation.  As Mayor it is his 
intention to work hard with City Administration to create more revenues and jobs for the residents.  
He stated there are a lot of local opportunities and partners that want to invest in our City and assist 
the City in moving forward.  As Mayor he will work very hard to improve the City’s revenues and 
“Let’s Move Forward”.  
 
COMMENTS BY INCOMING MAYOR PRO TEM 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real thanked everyone for being present in the change of the guard.  He stated the 
citizens do not know how difficult it is to be on the dais.  He stated everyone wants to look at the 
negative and to be honest, the four of us work well and hope the five of us will work too.  He 
promised his best to work together.  He stated there is a new Mayor, new City Manager and things 
are looking up.  He further stated the City now knows where it stands with the budget and know 
we have to work on this and Mayor Castro along with the City Manager will make Calexico better.   
 
Council Member Kim presented Mr. Luis Castro with a plaque to for his service to the community 
as Mayor Pro Tem from July 2015 to July 2016. 
 
Mayor Castro presented Mr. Joong Kim with a plaque for his service to the community as Mayor 
from July 2015 to July 2016. 
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CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

Council Member Moreno congratulated Mr. Kim on an emotional and successful year as Mayor.  
He stated the City has gone through some tough times and we have had differences but we leave 
them at the dais and we do not take it personal as it is all business.  He wished Mayor Castro a 
great term as Mayor and believe he is convicted to do what he states he will do.  He congratulated 
Mayor Pro Tem Real for his appointment.  He hoped the City will keep the succession and rotation 
of the Mayor and honor, in years to come, when people are elected from the populace from 
Calexico.  He hoped the budget is resolved and work in good faith with the bargaining units and 
administration to fix our deficit so the services the citizens are entitled to will continue.  Council 
Member Moreno wished Mayor Castro all his best in his term as Mayor. 
 
Council Member Kim stated he is really disappointed we are missing the 4th of July celebrations 
and would like to place an item on agenda to make sure we take away from Chamber and the City 
handles the celebration itself.  Apologized to the community and was thinking it would be done. 
 
Mayor Castro asked the entire Council to work together for the benefit of the community.   
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Villa had nothing to report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Council Member Moreno made a motion to approve Items 5-7 of the Consent Agenda as follows:  
Approval of City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency Successor 
Agency/Calexico Financing Authority Minutes for Meeting of September 1, 2009, December 15, 
2009, June 8, 2005; Warrants from June 17th to June 24th 2016 & City Salaries & Benefits from 
June 11th to June 24th 2016; Award Request for Proposal from AG Tech, LLC and Authorize 
Interim City Manager to Sign Agreement between the City of Calexico and AG Tech, LLC for the 
Removal of Biosolids for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Motion was seconded by Council 
Member Kim and passed by the following vote to wit: 
 
 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real, Moreno 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Hurtado 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 
DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL ACTION ITEMS 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES:  

a. Ordinance No. 1170 - An Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Calexico, 
California, Enacted Pursuant to California Government Code Section 36937 Adding Chapter 
5.98 to the City of Calexico Municipal Code Prohibiting Off-Site Display and Sale of 
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Automobiles in the City. 
 
b. Ordinance No. 1171 - An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Calexico, California, 
Adding Chapter 5.98 to the City of Calexico Municipal Code Prohibiting Off-Site Display and 
Sale of Automobiles in the City. 

 
City Attorney Robert Hargreaves presented the urgency ordinance which will prohibit outside 
sales in the City of Calexico, this takes a 4/5 vote of the Council and becomes effective 
immediately.  He advised this ordinance would have to be renewed in 45 days and the regular 
ordinance would have to be read and presented for a second reading.   
 
Council Member Moreno requested a time-frame on the ordinances.  City Attorney Hargreaves 
stated the urgency ordinance becomes effective immediately and runs for 45 days.  Adoption of 
both ordinance is the option and the regular ordinance would not in effect until 30 days after the 
second reading. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real stated that a study on tax revenues on the tent sales was previously requested.  
He requested staff to speak on this matter and provide a recommendation.   
 
Council Member Kim stated that if businesses are coming to open business in Calexico then they 
are welcome but, if they just hit and run, it will hurt the current businesses in Calexico.  He felt 
that as Council Members, they should protect the local businesses in Calexico. 
 
Council Member Moreno stated he would like know if El Centro also has these tent sales. 
 
Maribel Padilla asked why this item was on the agenda again.  She stated the City Council 
Members were elected to protect all citizens and employees and commented on cutting revenue 
when he City has a $3.9 million dollar deficit.  She agreed with Mr. Castro on the possibility of 
just cutting them down to twice a year.  She stated the Council cannot vote on this because there 
is no study.  She asked Mayor Castro to do the right thing and show that he is for this City as a 
whole.   
 
Mayor Castro requested comments from the City Manager.  City Manager Villa stated there is no 
study yet.  He stated this is a very important decision because the City is in a financial situation 
and need to look at any potential option for revenues.  He stated the tent sales are by companies 
not vested in Calexico, however, they do produce revenues with their sales.  He asked if he could 
take this back and put together a fiscal comparison because there is a lot of speculation on whether 
they cause more harm than benefit.  He further stated that many cities deal with them on a 
temporary use basis and allow them to take place once or twice a year.  He stated auto sales usually 
have three or four big days when they have huge sales.  He stated that in order to keep control, the 
City could tailor the ordinance so they would come back two to three times a year as opposed to 
none.  He requested the opportunity to calculate what the true benefits would be.   
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Council Member commented on the large amount of revenues generated auto sales.  He stated 
people save up to buy a car and buyers are limited.  When companies come in from out of town 
and sell one hundred cars they take away sales from the local businesses.  He further commented 
that if the local businesses do not have the sales then they cannot pay their employees.  He also 
commented on how the outside companies take sales tax back to their city.   Council Member Kim 
addressed how other businesses have also promised sales tax increase and these have not happened 
leaving the City with less revenues for the general fund.  He stated this will lower the sales tax and 
impact the City of Calexico.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real referred to Council Member Kim’s comments on the tent sales and stated he 
that he does not understand that there is no down payments.  He commented that Gran Plaza 
probably took sales from other companies but competition is good and the pie is divided in more 
pieces and this is good for the consumer.  As far as the statistics, there has not been a study and 
we need staff to provide true numbers.  He stated he is in favor of limiting the dealerships coming 
to Calexico and will entertain to fine tune the days allowing the dealerships to make one tent sale 
a year and have only dealerships from this County.  Mayor Pro Tem Real made a motion to allow 
one tent sale a year to companies within the County.  
 
Council Member Moreno spoke about the established businesses in the City who pay their fees.  
He concurred with the one tent sale a year and also agree with Mr. Kim outside companies just 
come in make their sale and leave. 
 
Council Member Real recommended to consider waiving the fees for Calexico dealerships if they 
want to have a tent sale.   
 
City Attorney Hargreaves stated limiting to one tent sale a year is an option however, it cannot be 
limited to only the County because the City cannot discriminate.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real made a motion to limit tent sales to one sale per year per dealership and give 
direction to the City Manager to ease the fees for Calexico dealerships so they can also have tent 
sales.   
 
Council Member Moreno stated the Council should we wait for numbers and statistics and survey 
the dealerships in town to see how they feel on the matter.   
 
City Manager Villa recommended continuing the item for two weeks and send out a notice to the 
public so they can weigh in on the decision. 
 
Council Member Kim made a motion to continue the item to the next meeting.  Motion was 
seconded by Council Member Moreno.  Motion passed by the following vote to wit: 
 
 AYES:  Kim, Castro, Real, Moreno 
 NOES:  None 
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 ABSENT: Hurtado 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 
John Romo stated competition is good and asked what it provides.  He stated he would respect any 
decision made however urged the Council to convey this to the local business and asked that the 
local dealerships be considered because businesses do close as a result of competition. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real stated the City’s need to be progressive and move forward that Council needs 
to look at all tent sales not just dealerships and must think about the City and not themselves. 
 
Council Member Kim stated that the City can cannot block business from coming in but these 
companies are taking all the benefits and leaving town.  He further stated the City is wrong by 
helping big business to come to Calexico but not the tax dollar.   
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
STATUS REPORT ON UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION (EDA) FOR EDA PROJECT NO. 07-
01-06185 – TOWNCENTER/PORTICO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 
(MAYOR KIM) 
 
Council Member Kim commented on the developer not paying the taxes by June 30, 2016 and 
now the County has the right to foreclose the land.  He also commented that the City will be liable  
 
City Manager Villa stated this is an informational item and we can only report on the EDA 
application itself and cannot respond on who owns the land.  City Manager Villa advised him he 
could come back with additional information on a future agenda.  
 
Rosalind Guerrero informed the Council that she had spoken EDA Representative.  She informed 
this application was submitted in 2007 letter award came in 2008.  She stated EDA allows the City 
9 years to create jobs and this project includes not only Towncenter but also the Portico and Kloke 
Trace and any jobs created in these areas should be tracked.  She further stated that EDA will not 
require the City to pay back the money but they will penalize the City.  The City has about one 
year to work with the owner to create jobs.  She also advised the Council that the City has the 
opportunity request an extension and show good faith effort to create those jobs.   
 
Mayor Castro asked if the City could request a two to three year extension in order to fulfill the 
job requirements.  City Manager Villa stated the City can request the extension since no one could 
have known the country was going to go through a recession and did not think EDA wants to 
penalize or blame the City for the national economy. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real asked if the Council should work together to get jobs because it is in the best 
interest of the community for the Council to do something. 
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Council Member Moreno stated many ideas were discussed for the industrial zone and nothing 
materialized due to the economy and he would like for the City to request the extension and work 
on job creation.   
 
Ben Horton stated he met with Daniel Chew and have an understanding with IID regarding the 
boxes.  The owner will be cleaning the brush so IID can go in and work on the power.  The 
agreement on the extension should be obtained in writing.  He stated the City has the possibility 
of the extension and will be providing the information to City Manager Villa.   
 
Jason Jung stated Mr. Chew also purchased the Barbara Worth and has not paid his corporate taxes 
or his payroll.  He questioned how Mr. Chew would be able to pay the $700,000 he owes in back 
taxes.  Mr. Jung addressed projects in other cities for Mr. Chew and asked Council to reach to 
them because those projects were not finished.  Mr. Jung stated he had information on Mr. Chew 
and was willing to share them with the City Attorney. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real stated the Council should be worried about the EDA grant and not obtaining 
more in the future.  He clarified that developers have not come is due to the issue with the IID 
boxes and this is the big hurdle. 
 
Council Member Kim stated the City should deal with the EDA grant carefully so it functions as 
planned and applied for.  He stated things are not working because developer is not right.   He 
questioned if the developer was here to build the project or just use it as an investment and asked 
to bring back as an agenda item for discussion. 
 
10. STATUS REPORT FROM GRANTS WRITER ON CITY GRANTS RECEIVED FOR 
FISCAL YEAR’S 2014-15 AND 2015-16. (COUNCIL MEMBER REAL) 
 
City Manager Villa stated the report provided is the status of each grant application.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real stated he would like to see a trend on grants awarded for police and fire for 
the past ten years.  
 
Ms. Guerrero stated she will have to research the grants and work with departments to obtain the 
information.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Real stated grant writing is very important for the City and the City has to look 
into this so it can make better decisions on grants.  Council Member Moreno concurred.  
 
IMPERIAL COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES COOLING 
CENTERS IN THE CITY OF CALEXICO. (MAYOR KIM) 
 
Council Member Kim stated he believes the City is not announcing the cooling center and would 
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like to see the Library open on Saturday and Sunday for the kids and for the community as a 
cooling center.   
 
Ms. Sandra Tauler informed him the library cannot with volunteers, there must be City Staff 
however there can be volunteers.  She also stated the library cannot open with just one person 
staffing it for safety reasons. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Luis J. Castro, Mayor 
ATTEST 
 
_______________________________ 
Gabriela T. Garcia, Deputy City Clerk 




















































































































































