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AGENDA STAFF REPORT 

DATE: October 6, 2021 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

APPROVED BY: Miguel Figueroa, City Manager ~ r/-
PREPARED BY: Gabriela T. Garcia, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Approval of City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency 
Successor Agency/Calexico Financing Authority Minutes for Meetings 
of February 3, 2021, April 21, 2021 and March 30, 2021 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Recommendation: 

Approval of City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency Successor 
Agency/Calexico Financing Authority Minutes for Meetings of February 3, 2021 , April 21, 
2021 and March 30, 2021 

Background: 

In accordance with Municipal Code Section 2.04.070, the City Clerk shall prepare minutes 
of the proceedings of each City Council Meeting. 

Discussion & Analysis: 

City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency Successor Agency/Calexico 
Financing Authority Minutes for Meetings of February 3, 2021, April 21, 2021 and March 
30, 2021 have been prepared for City Council review and approval. 

Fiscal Impact: 

None. 

Coordinated With: 

None. 

Attachments: 

Minutes for City Council/Calexico Community Redevelopment Agency 
Successor Agency/Calexico Financing Authority Minutes for Meetings of 
February 3, 2021, April 21, 2021 and March 30, 2021. 

AGENDA 
ITEM 



THE CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY MET IN SPECIAL 
SESSION ON THE 30TH DAY OF MARCH 2021 AT 3:00 PM AT THE FERNANDO 
"NENE" TORRES COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 608 HEBER A VENUE, CALEIXCO, 
CALIFORNIA. THE DATE, HOUR AND PLACE DULY ESTABLISHED FOR THE 
HOLD OF SAID MEETING PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-30. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor AITeola-Fernandez called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor: 
Mayor Pro Tern 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 

Rosie AtTeola-Femandez 
Javier Moreno 
Raul Urena 
Gloria Romo (Via Zoom) 
Camilo Garcia 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Council Member Garcia led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MISSION STATEMENT PLEDGE 

Council Member Romo led those present in reciting the City's Mission Statement Pledge. 

INVOCATION 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno led those present in prayer. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Council Member Romo, seconded by Council Member Garcia to approve the agenda 
as presented. Motion passed by a unanimous roll-call vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES - No public comments. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEM 

RECEIVE AND FILE 2019-20 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. 

Ken Pun, Pun Group, provided a detailed report on the 2019-20 Audited Financial Statements, 
Audit of the Basic Financial Statements, Rep01t on internal control over financial rep01ting and on 
compliance in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, Audit of the City's TDA Article 
3 and Article 8e, Single Audit (In-Progress), Appropriation Limit Agreed Upon Procedures and 
Communication with Those Charged with Governance. Mr. Pun responded to questions from 
Council Members. Motion was made by Council Member Garcia, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern 
Moreno to receive and file the 2019-20 Audited Financial Statements. Motion passed by the 
following roll-call vote: 
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AYES: 
NOES: 

Arreola-Fernandez, Moreno, Urena (via teleconference), Romo, Garcia 
None 

ABSENT: None 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further items, meeting was adjourned at 3:54 p.m. 

Rosie AlTeola-Femandez, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Gabriela T. Garcia, City Clerk 



THE CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY MET IN REGULAR 
SESSION ON THE 21 sT DAY OF APRIL, 2021AT5:30 PM AT THE FERNANDO "NENE" 
TORRES COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 608 HEBER A VENUE, CALEIXCO, CALIFORNIA. 
THE DATE, HOUR AND PLACE DULY ESTABLISHED FOR THE HOLD OF SAID 
MEETING PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-30. 

CLOSED SESSION - 5:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor AlTeola-Fernandez closed session pmiion of the meeting to order at 5 :31 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
ATTENDANCE: 
Mayor: 
Mayor Pro Tern: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 

Rosie AlTeola-Fernandez 
Javier Moreno 
Raul Urena 
Gloria Romo 
Camilo Garcia 

PUBLIC COMMENTS - No Public Comments. 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 

City Council convened in closed session at 5:33 p.m. to discuss the following: 

1. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Agency Representatives: Miguel Figueroa, City Manager, Carlos Campos, City Attorney 
Employee Organizations: Certified Operators Association/SEID Local 221. 

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant Exposure to Litigation, Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)/( e)(l) 
Two (2) Potential Cases 

3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Initiation of Litigation, Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9( 4) 
One (1) Potential Case 

4. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EVALUATION 
Government Code 54957(b) 
Title: City Manager 

City Council reconvened from closed session at 6:35 p.m. 
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CALEXICO CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO REDEVELOPMENT 
SUCCESSORAGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY 

REGULAR SESSION 6:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Arreola-Fernandez called the regular session portion of the meeting to order at 6:42 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
ATTENDANCE: 
Mayor: 
Mayor Pro Tern: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 

Rosie Aneola-Fernandez 
Javier Moreno 
Raul Urefia 
Gloria Romo 
Camilo Garcia 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MISSION STATEMENT PLEDGE 

Council Member Garcia led those present in reading the Mission Statement. 

INVOCATION 

Pastor Raul Garcia led those present in prayer. 

CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

City Attorney Campos reported Council met in closed session, direction was given and no 
reportable action was taken. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Garcia. Motion passed by a unanimous roll-call vote. 

PRESENTATIONS 

PRESENTATION OF A RECOGNITION TO MR. LOUIE WONG, YUM-YUM 
RESTAURANT. 

Mayor AITeola-Fernandez stated she was honored to present a plaque to Mr. Louie Wong, Yum­
Yum Restaurant for his 31 years of service to the community. Mr. Wong thanked the City of 
Calexico for working with him tluoughout the years and allowing him to serve the community. 
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Chief Gonzalo Gerardo thanked Mr. Wong for always being there for the City most especially 
tluough the 2010 earthquake and for being there for many people in the community. 

Council Members thanked Mr. Wong and regaled those present with stories of when they met him 
and going dine at his restaurant. 

PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 113TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF 
CALEXICO. 

Council Members read the proclamation aloud honoring the 113111 Anniversary of the City of 
Calexico. 

PROCLAMATION FOR EARTH DAY ON APRIL 26, 2021 AND ARBOR DAY ON APRIL 
30, 2021. 

Council Members read the proclamation for Earth Day on April 26, 2021 and Arbor Day on April 
30, 2021. 

PRESENTATION BY CIRO CALDERON, BOARD OF TRUSTEE PRESIDENT FOR 
CALEXICO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT REGARDING SCHOOLS REOPENING. 

Ciro Calderon, President of Calexico Unified School District, provided an update on the school 
system with regard to the pandemic and he stated the schools have gone to a hybrid system and 
25% of the students from various grades are returning to school. However, if the need arises, the 
students may have to return to 100% full-time home studies. He thanked the Council for the 
opportunity to provide a report on their status. 

PRESENTATION ON THE CALEXICO INDEPENDENT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AS PRESENTED BY JESUS "JESSE" GALLARDO. 

Mr. Jesus Gallardo, Calexico Business owner, provided a brief report and a video commercial on 
the Calexico Independent Chamber of Commerce, their projects and opp01tunities they are 
working on as a liaison between the businesses and the City. He explained he wants the 
independent chamber to provide education to the businesses and assist the City to bring businesses 
to Calexico and work with the City to promote businesses and bring sales taxes to the City. 

PRESENTATION ON THE CALEXICO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT BY LILIANA 
FALOMIR, PUBLIC WORI{S MANAGER. 

Liliana Falomir, Public Works Manager presented on the Calexico International Airport which has 
been designated as an international airport of entry by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
and U.S. Border Patrol Agency for those traveling from Mexico who can stop in Calexico to 
declare tlll'ough Customs. Ms. Falomir provided detailed information on the services provided by 
the airport. She also provided information on the various grants received from FAA for 
improvement to the airport and the capital improvement plan and the services provided at the 
airpo1t such as the Life Flights, Angel Flights, and Flying Doctors for medical needs. She also 
provided the wish list for future projects and positions needed. Ms. Falomir answered questions 
from council members. 
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BI-WEEKLY COVID-19 UPDATE PRESENTATION. 

Chief provided the bi-weekly Covid-19 Update and advised there were only 39 active patients. He 
advised the County is at the orange-tier and urged citizens to follow the protocols for Covid-19 to 
avoid returning to a lower tier. He spoke on the vaccines being provided by the clinics, doctors, 
pharmacies and advised the Imperial County and my-turn websites have information needed. He 
further stated the City is waiting on Imperial County to provide guidelines in order to re-open for 
public meetings. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

Javier Gonzalez invited everyone to Arbor Day on May 1, 2021 from 8 am to 12 pm and informed 
the IID will be celebrating Arbor Day on April 30th at San Diego State University Campus. He 
also reported on the Beach Canal vote coming up. 

Supervisor Eduardo Escobar provided copies of Imperial County resolution on racism and 
encouraged the City to do the same. He also provided a letter from Imperial County regarding 
Covid-19 and migrant individuals being dropped off at Rockwood and Second and stated it 
pressures the Cotmty and its resources especially with the Covid-19 issue since they are not being 
tested by the Federal Government. He also addressed the complacency and lack of information 
for residents to be vaccinated. He urged the City to educate the senior population on the vaccine. 
He addressed the repair of roads leading to Calexico and encouraged everyone to report other roads 
in need of repair. 

Public comment from one hundred and twenty nine persons regarding the presentation and 
comments made by Liliana Falomir and Jose Saldana regarding the Water Treatment Plant Issue 
on February 3, 2021 in which they expressed their concerns on the comments made by the Public 
Works departments. They felt the health and safety issues should be made public along with a 
fiscal cost analysis on this costly change which will be paid by water ratepayers. They urged the 
city council to have its staff conduct a full feasibility analysis with cost-data analysis and 
references from the State of CA Environmental Public Agency and the State CA Water Board. 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

City Manager Figueroa on follow-up to Council Member Garcia's request from prior meeting 
pe1taining to mix-use zoning in the downtown. He provided a history on the efforts made for a 
zoning change from 2016 to 2018 and future efforts being worked on for development. He also 
informed on amendment to rounds 2 and 3 of the CDBG Applications. He advised that He and 
Planning Staff have been working on a proposal for oppo1tunities as community development and 
economic development projects. He further stated there are $622,246.00 of which the City is 
enti tled to receive from the CDBG Program. 

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Council Member Romo reported on visit on April 13th to the Orthopedic Clinic located on First 
Street since 1982. She stated she was very impressed and grateful for the support given by the 
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clinic to thousands of children with orthopedic problems. She addressed the need for repairs at 
the orthopedic clinic and requested the Council to acknowledge the important work performed by 
the clinic continued for the next meeting. 

Council Member Garcia recognized and thanked the dispatchers on national public safety 
telecommunications week. He also recognized all the administrative professionals. He 
participated in a meeting with Access, a group which assists entrepreneurs and referred persons 
interested to speak with Larissa Urias at 760-223-9394. He informed his participation in a zoom 
call with the League of Cities regarding the rescue plan and how to access funds and guidelines 
will be provided by the Treasury Department website. 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno reported on 2nd stakeholders meeting regarding the farmworker center 
and will be presenting a formal proposal in the future. 

Council Member Urefia reported the Jack of community information with regards to the vaccine 
rollout. He discussed the need to inform the residents which are hard to reach regarding the vaccine 
rollout. He spoke on CDC guidelines regarding opening meetings to the public while following 
Imperial County guidelines. 

Mayor Arreola-Fernandez clarified she was not the one deciding on people entering and advised 
the city is following the guidelines which require proof of vaccination and proof that persons are 
Covid free. She further stated the city is working on allowing persons access to the meetings. 
Mayor informed she attended the Imperial County weekly meetings on Covid-19. She also met 
with the Mexican Consulate and County Officials regarding the re-opening the border. She 
commented on the 113111 Anniversary of the City of Calexico. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion by Council Member Garcia, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Moreno to approve the consent 
agenda consisting of the following: Ratification of Library Board of Trustees Minutes for Meeting 
on March 1, 2021; Approval of Resolution of the City Council of the City of Calexico Authorizing 
Investment of City Funds in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) Administered by the State 
Treasurer; Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 1214 - An Ordinance of the City 
Council of the City of Calexico, California, Amending Calexico Municipal Code Section 
10.24.210 Regarding the Authority to Remove Vehicles for Sale in Certain Areas within the Public 
Right-of-Way. Motion passed by a unanimous roll-call vote. 

DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL ACTION ITEMS 

ITEM NO. 15 - 2020-21 3RD QUARTER BUDGET STATUS REPORT AND PROPOSED 
BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 

City Manager Figueroa and Finance Director Lobatos provided an interactive presentation to 
update the FY 2020-21 Revenues and Expenditures and Projected FY 2020-21 ending fund balance 
- June 30, 2021. 

Finance Director Lobatos provided the 2019-20 General Fund budget with an ending working 
capital of $1,005,763. City Manager Figueroa clarified this is the cunent amount of reserves for 
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the City. Mrs. Lobatos and City Manager Figueroa discussed the general fund net internal 
changes/transfers, the FY 2019-20 year end and FY 2020-21 general fund balance, sales tax 
comparison from December 2019 vs. December 2020. City Manager Figueroa pointed out that if 
the Council proceeds with the approval of the Budget Amendment Resolution, it will include as 
part of the expenditure items from the cannabis monies, the police vehicle, uniforms and radios 
for the Fire Department and the purchase of a used ambulance in the amount of $64,000 which 
came about as a result of the City being a pait of a regional cooperative group. 

Chief Diego Favila spoke regarding the Fire Department Ambulance Service and reported both 
ambulances were out of service and advised AMR lent the City an ambulance. Chief Favila stated 
the need for an ambulance for the City. Chief Favila stated the need to purchase an ambulance 
which takes several months so in the meantime, they found a fairly new ambulance with low 
mileage that will meet the needs of the City. Chief Favila and City Manager Figueroa answered 
questions regarding the lease of fuhll'e vehicles to best equip the department by leasing one 
ambulance followed by leasing a second ambulance to meet the needs of the citizens. 

City Manager Figueroa and Finance Director Lobatos answered questions from Council Members 
regarding the balancing of the budget. After a lengthy discussion regarding budget proposals of 
revenues, expenses, positions and Measure H Committee input and economic strategy, a motion 
was made by Council Member Urena to approve the 2020-21 midyear budget amendment 
resolution. Motion was made by Council Member Garcia. 

Supervisor Escobar commended the City on the efforts made to reach a one million dollar reserve 
given the cmTent limitations due to Covid-19. Mr. Escobar asked the City be fiscally prudent and 
very strategic in future decisions with the approximately $7.5 million the City will receive. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM NO.'S 16 TO 24 

Council considered the approval of all items still pending on the agenda with one motion. City 
Attorney advised the Council could approve all items pending with one motion. 

Mayor Aneola-Fernandez read each Item 16 to 24 still pending on the agenda for the record. 
Motion was made by Council Member Urena, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Moreno and passed 
by a unanimous roll-call vote to approve Item No. 's 16 to 24 consisting of the following: Item 
No. 16. Adopt Resolution No. 2021- of the City Council of the City of Calexico Adopting 
the City of Calexico Policy and Procedure for Speed Hump Installation; Item No. 17. Letter of 
Support for California Assembly Bill 868; Item No. 18. Letter of Suppo1t for California Senate 
Bill 705; Item No. 19. Letter of Opposition to California Assembly Bill 1021; Item No. 
20. Authorize City Manager to Sign Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement of Professional Services 
with Lee & Ro, Inc. for Engineering Services for Sewer Lift Station No. 9 and 11, Sewer 
Collection and Water Distribution System Improvement Project; Item No. 21. Authorize the City 
Manager to Purchase Restrooms for Adrian C. Cordova Memorial Pai·k in the Amount of 
$303,901.37 from. Romtec, Inc. under BuyBoard National Purchasing Cooperative Purchase 
Agreement; Item No. 22. The City Council of the City of Calexico Acting in its Capacity as the 
Legislative Body for the Calexico Community Facilities District No. 2013-1 (Gran Plaza) Adopt 
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Resolution No. 2021- Authorizing the Levy of Special Taxes within Improvement Area 
No. 1 of such District for Fiscal Year 2021-22; Item No. 23. The City Council of the City of 
Calexico Acting in its Capacity as the Legislative Body for the Calexico Community Facilities 
District No. 2003-1 (Bravo/Rodiles) Adopt Resolution Authorizing the Levy of Special Taxes 
within Improvement Area No. 1 of such District for Fiscal Year 2021-22; Item No. 24. Approval 
of a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Calexico, California, Determining and Levying 
the Special Tax in Community Facilities District No. 2005-1 (Hea1thstone). 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Council Member Romo requested an items regarding the commissions, a repmt on the general 
service of the ambulance including income and expenses including a budget for tlll'ee ambulances 
with lease. 

Council Member Urena requested items for letters of support of SB2, AB339 and a Discussion 
Item on the Covid Business Adaptability Plan with appropriate Staff from Planning and Finance 
Depaitment for discussion on business licenses, taxes, regulations and zoning. 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno requested a follow-up item to his presentation on The Farmworker 
Service Center. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:34 p.m. 

Rosie AlTeola-Fernandez, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Gabriela T. Garcia, City Clerk 



THE CITY COUNCIL/CALEXICO COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY/CALEXICO FINANCING AUTHORITY MET IN REGULAR 
SESSION ON THE 3RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2021 AT 6:30 PM AT THE FERNANDO 
"NENE" TORRES COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 608 HEBER A VENUE, CALEIXCO, 
CALIFORNIA. THE DATE, HOUR AND PLACE DULY ESTABLISHED FOR THE 
HOLD OF SAID MEETING PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Arreola-Fernandez called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT: 
Mayor: 
Mayor Pro Tern: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 

Rosie Arreola-Fernandez 
Javier Moreno 
Raul Urefia 
Camilo Garcia 
Gloria Romo 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MISSION STATEMENT PLEDGE 

Council Member Garcia led those present in reciting the City's Mission Statement Pledge. 

INVOCATION 

Pastor Frank Zazueta, Chris Community Church in Calexico led everyone in prayer. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tern Moreno to approve the agend~ with the request from City 
Manager Figueroa to move Item No. 12 -Authorization to Execute a Lease Agreement with Valley 
Orthopedic Clinic, 352 E. First Street to the meeting of February 17, 2021. Motion was seconded 
by Council Member Garcia and passed unanimously. 

PRESENTATIONS 

PROCLAMATION MEMORIALIZING FORMER CALEXICO MAYOR VICTOR 
LEGASPI 

Mayor and Council Members read Proclamation Memorializing former Calexico Mayor Victor 
Legaspi. Victor Legaspi thanked the Council and spoke regarding his father's life in Calexico. 
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PRESENTATION BY COVID-19 AD-HOC COMMITTEE . 
Council Member Urefia firstly requested a moment of silence for a friend who passed from 
Coronavirus. Council Member Urefia provided a detailed report addressing the needs of persons 
affected by deaths from Covid-19, communication efforts and updates on the mapping of the path 
forward. He provided inf01mation on topics addressed by the ad-hoc committee such as testing, 
vaccines, quarantine resources, housing crisis effects on Covid-19 infections, mobile testing in 
Calexico, communication strategies for testing and testing statistics, vaccine allocations and the 
upcoming new strain which is up to 75% more transmissible and with a higher mortality. He 
closed with the need for continued vaccine advocacy, coordination of healthcare provider efforts, 
economic recovery and adaptability plans and communication on quarantine resources with 
renewed emphases on mental health services. 

PRESENTATION BY LILIANA FALOMIR, PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER 
REGARDING WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND WATER DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEMS 

Liliana Falomir provided a detailed PowerPoint presentation regarding Water Treatment Plant and 
Water Distribution Systems, the operating budgets for fiscal year 20-21, Trihalomethanes (TTHM) 
levels, the purchase of PAX TRS Aeration System at Eastside Water Reservoir in the amount of 
$212,588.00, details for the approximately 106 miles of water distribution lines, the City's Capital 
Improvement Program for Water Treatment and Distribution Projects FY 2020-2021 for total 
$9,385,000. She stated the Water Treatment Plant routinely monitors for the presence of drinking 
water contaminants and provided the steps taken to notify the residents of the testing results which 
show the water system exceeds the standard, or maximum contaminant level (MCL) for total 
TTHM's however, she fmiher stated the public was not at immediate risk the tap water receive at 
home meets all drinking water health standards from the United Stated Environmental Protection 
Agency (USEP A) and State Water Resources Control Board - Division of Drinking Water. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

Katy Luna, CEO for the Brawley Chamber of Commerce and Coordinator for the Business 
Recovery Task Force shared the task force's initiative to assist businesses throughout the pandemic 
and requested the council's supp011 by letting the offerings such as the 2021 Covid-19 Law 
Webinars be brought at no cost to the businesses. She provided flyers for upcoming workshops 
and their work with the vaccine providers for the upcoming vaccines. She provided their website 
at ivbizrecovery.com for more information. She fmiher info1med on the initiative they have joined 
to reopen the border to improve the economy. 

Hugo Castro spoke about war warriors who are ignored by the government and the cities and the 
frumworkers who are working as essential workers during the pandemic. He pointed out the needs 
of these workers and asked to work with the community to assist these persons who work in the 
United States and live in Mexicali and also asked to assist the homeless community in Calexico 
during the pandemic. 
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Diego Rivera Valencia owner producer of Mini Metropolis Studios spoke about a project for a 
movie production company in Calexico. He asked the council to proceed with moving forward 
with his permits and license to begin his project in the property behind Toys-R-Us property along 
Jasper Road. He requested council assist him to move forward on his project. 

Leticia Aldana Cota spoke on the council's dismantling of the Covid-19 Committee and requested 
to know who had the idea to remove the committee. She was advised she could speak when the 
item came up on the agenda and requested to be called when the item came before the council. 

N. Mendez expressed his dissatisfaction with the way the council meeting was conducted and the 
length oftime the meeting lasted due to Council Member Urefia's focus on his agenda rather than 
the current agenda. 

Kayla Gomez from Santa Cruz spoke regarding the essential workers express some concerns in 
regards to the needs of the essential workers who contribute largely to our food supply throughout 
the nation. Ms. G submitted the.following statement not in her own words though she strnngly 
aligns with it: 

"As the nation grapples with the devastating effects of a global pandemic, our field workers 
continue to show up to work at early hours of the morning to feed us. Many of these essential 
workers have found that public restrooms are unavailable to them, forcing them to do their needs 
at alleys, streets, parks, etc. This is not the way we should be treating some of the most essential 
workers we have. (Or anyone in our cities and communities for that matter) Our homeless 
community also relies heavily on these facilities. These are real people with real problems. They 
also struggle with the pandemic just like the rest of us. We cannot exacerbate their situation by 
chipping away at their dignity and forcing them to take other alternatives for their human needs. 
Installing brand new gates to protect the alleys from the stench is only but a solution that 
completely ignores the real issue, the lack of available restrooms. Their needs do not stop with the 
closure of alleys. Council members, leaders, urge you to please open up public restrnoms in 
Calexico as soon as possible so that our homeless community, as well as our essential workers 
have access to them during these difficult times and we can at least alleviate some of their 
suffering." 

This same message was also submitted by Alicia Mufioz, Imperial Valley, Megan Woody, Emery 
University; Lily Whitmore, Santa Cruz; Elise Pujol, lmperia; Hillary Asher, Long Beach; Ismael 
Arvizu; Jasmin Acevedo; Luis G. Hernandez, Laura Esquer, Joey Espinoza, CJ Vargas, Dee 
Cervantes, Kelly Garcia, Brian Vega, Jocelyn Lozano, Teresa Medina, Stephanie Montano, 
Priscilla Ramirez, Valerie Aguilar, Stephanie Briseno, Nilsa Perez, Laura Arteaga, Raul Urena, 
Stephanie Jauregui, Stacey Olguin, Liliana Manzanarez, Giselle Regal, Laura Gonzalez, Christina 
Martinez, Katia Lopez, Isabel Urena, Christi Jimenez, Gwenyth Rodriguez, Alanis Gaitan, Angel 
Esparza, Crystal Ruelas, Mariel Vizcarra, Erika Flores, Ana Osuna, Hugo Castro, Ashley Diaz, 
Alejandro Corral, Angel de Dios, Antonio Rangel, Esteban Ojeda, AITanza Canchola, Amethyst 
Morales, Hilton Smith, Camila Musso, C1ystal Cmtez, Claudia Lucas, Lizeth Salazar, Be1tha 
Canefio, Elizabeth Zamora, Victoria Bielma, Analee Pefia, Diana Sanchez, Cesar Sanchez, 
Jennifer Luna, Selena Flores, Britney Clark, Casey Chang, Samantha Ramirez, Sara Guzman, 
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Melanie Beaver, Guadalupe Angulo, Megan Woody, Lily Whitmore, Jesus Francisco De la Toba 
Mejia, Emique Ramirez, Guadalupe Rosas, Maria Rodriguez, Judith Burgos Bernal. 

Ismael Arvizu, Larissa Grijalva, Oscar Zavala, Gloria Guzman, Dylan Castillo spoke regarding 
the lack of restrooms in the downtown for the farmworkers, the homeless community during the 
pandemic and requested the public restrooms, a basic necessity, be reopened as soon as possible. 
Mr. Castillo submitted the following quote: "In the words of Gandhi, the true measure of our 
society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable members" 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

City Manager Figueroa acknowledge Ms. Gomez for stepping in to assist with today's meeting. 
He advised that he and Ms. Falomir, Public Works Manager met with Tye Stearns, Caltrans, who 
is assisting us with Canal Park in order to bring back this area back to life per Council's direction. 
He shared he has been in touch with Santo Tomas management and Public Works has scheduled 
the trimming of the Bugambilias from the City right-of-way. He reported the three CMS boards 
have anived and will begin to use them to communicate with the community. He informed that 
an item will be brought forth to discuss and receive input from the Council on where to spend 
$147,889.23 generated from the cannabis sales tax. He stated the 2018 voters approved Measure 
"K" which read that the funds generated were for the purpose of city services such as police and 
emergency response, parks, youth and senior services and street repair until ended. He provided 
an update on setting specific dates for the strategic planning session for the next five years. He 
infmmed Sacramento has advised that the execution phase for the $28 million with the Department 
of Water Resource has begun. City Manager Figueroa answered questions regarding the update on 
the Project Homekey trailers and cutting of Oleanders at Rodriguez Park. 

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Mayor Pro Tern Moreno reported attended the League of Cities training, the Imperial County 
Transportation Committee, Imperial Valley Continuing Care Council meeting, He discussed 
project Safeguard for the persons who are victims of Covid-19 and can shelter at a hotel in El 
Centro. 

Council Member Urefia clarified comments by Council Member Garcia regarding One-Stop. He 
shared email from Jeff Lamour to Tomas Virgen, Jesus Escobar and five others and he quoted one 
line which matters "I am happy to work with you, Mr. Urefia, Mr. Camilo Garcia in identifying 
key locations within Calexico dated January 19, 2021. Mr. Urena called out Council Member 
Garcia on comments made regarding locations for testing near the border and the work he carried 
out prior to his involvement with the agreement with One-Stop. 

Motion by Council Member Urena for a five minute recess. Motion was seconded by Council 
Member Romo. Council Member Urena withdrew his motion. 

Council Member Urena corrected his statements regarding vaccines for police officers. He stated 
his faith for Mr. Garcia and his reaction to his comments and his acceptance of accountability. He 
spoke about modernization, membership and diversification of the Chamber of Commerce to 
provide community services. He proposed investments such as establishing pro-active business 
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suppo1t tlu·ough innovation and second to implement some preventative medicine on the homeless 
and detailed the many resources that can be provided to off-set the needs of the homeless that can 
lead to housing. 

Council Member Romo repo1ted she visited the camp at First and Andrade Street where 
fa1mworkers are living. She also expressed her concern regarding the homeless living in shacks 
made of trash on Cesar Chavez and Grant A venue. She stated the need to relocate them as soon 
as possible. She addressed terrible conditions of the Teco Momoy Border Park which represents 
the entrance to Calexico and stated she hoped the Parks Commission would take up this matter as 
soon as possible. She also clarified the videos she took are not against the employees because she 
believes they have done a good job. She stated she is for a prosperous, clean and beautiful 
Calexico. She also visited the downtown at night and stated there is a bad smell in the streets, the 
alleys look horrible and there is almost no light in the streets which look neglected and di1ty. She 
further stated the need to open the restrooms on First Street for the people. She City Manager 
Figueroa request that Chief Favila tell the council about the Cesar Chavez land where the homeless 
are located. 

Chief Favila addressed the property at 711 Cesar Chavez Blvd. He advised a recycling center 
burned down in 2016. He stated the prope1ty owners are currently being served with notices to 
clean-up and being handled by legal department. 

Council Member Garcia spoke with regards to comments made and stated he will move forward 
with professionalism and will not become involved in the bickering. He informed of his attendance 
to the League of Cities meeting with other cities and spoke about the decent and courteous behavior 
observed. 

Mayor Arreola-Fernandez stated the she felt harassed and felt the city needed to move forward and 
work on the agenda. She repmted attending the ICTC orientation meeting, the Imperial Council 
Covid-19 update meetings, the League of Cities meeting, she and Mayor Pro Tern Moreno gave a 
presentation on Channel 66 regarding Covid-19 and attended a meeting with Crystal Quezada from 
ACLU. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tern Moreno to continue with the meeting until 9:30 p.m. Council 
Member Urefia he suggested staiting the meeting at 5:00 p.m. for additional time to discuss agenda 
items. Motion was seconded by Council Member Urefia and passed by a unanimous roll-call vote. 

DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL ACTION ITEMS 

BUDGET CALENDAR FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021-22. 

City Manager Figueroa provided the budget calendai· for the upcoming year' s fiscal budget to align 
with the policies and procedures for the State Controller's Office. 

Motion was made by Council Member Romo to approve the Budget Calendar for Fiscal Year 
2021 -22, motion seconded by Council Member Garcia and passed unanimously. 
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ADOPT A BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION FOR ALLOCATION OF 
RESOURCES OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (CIP) FOR THE NEW 
RIVER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT-CALEXICO REACH. 

City Manager Figueroa stated staff is requesting a budget amendment resolution for creation of a 
fund for the award of the Capital Improvement Project for the New River Improvement Project­
Calexico Reach. 

Motion was made by Council Member Romo to approve the Budget Amendment Resolution for 
Allocation of Resources of the Capital Improvement Project (CIP) for the New River Improvement 
Project-Calexico Reach. Motion was seconded by Council Member Urena and passed 
unanimously. 

AWARDPROPOSALFORTHEDEVELOPMENTFEEIMPACTSTUDYTOWILLDAN 
FINANCIAL SERVICES. 

City Manager Figueroa provided a brief history of the grant and request for proposals process for 
the project. He stated that of the four proposals received, William Financial Services provided 
fixed cost for a comprehensive study which differentiates them from the other proposers, therefore 
staff recommends William Financial Services be awarded the project. City Manager Figueroa 
answered questions regarding the general plan update line item. 

Motion made a by Council Member Urena to Award Proposal for the Development Fee Impact 
Study to Willdan Financial Services. Motion was seconded by Council Member Romo and passed 
unanimously. 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 
AND THE EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT AND ANY AMENDMENTS 
THERETO FROM THE 2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
PROGRAM-CORONA VIRUS RESPONSE ROUND 1 (CDBG-CVl) NOFA DATED JUNE 
5, 2020. 

City Manager Figueroa advised the Council that the resolution is being brought back for approval 
based on legal changes recommended by the State of California. 

Motion was made by Council Member Urena to adopt resolution approving an application for 
Funding and the Execution of a Grant Agreement and any amendments thereto from the 2020 
Community Development Block Grant Program-Coronavirus Response Round 1 (CDBG-CVl) 
NOFA dated June 5, 2020. Motion seconded by Council Member Garcia and passed unanimously. 

IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE COUNCIL TO CONTINUE WITH THE MEETING 
PAST 9:30 P.M. TO ADDRESS ITEMS 10 AND 11. 

SALE OF CITY SURPLUS LAND; AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE CESAR CHAVEZ FOUNDATION 

City Manager Figueroa provided a brief history on the actions and the process that took place for 
the sale of city surplus land to comply with the California Smplus Land Act. He requested to enter 
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into an Exclusive Negotiations Agreement for the period of three months with the Cesar Chavez 
Foundation who have expressed interest in three of the four parcels issued in the notice in order to 
discuss terms and return to council for a determination based on negotiations. At the request of 
Council Member Romo, City Manager Figueroa clarified that negotiations for Items 10 and 11 are 
to comply with the surplus land act. 

Motion was made by Council Member Urefia, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Moreno to authorize 
to enter into Negotiations with the Cesar Chavez Foundation and passed unanimously. 

SALE OF CITY SURPLUS LAND; AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH UETA OF CALIFORNIA/DUTY FREE AMERICAS 

City Manager Figueroa explained this negotiation is for one parcel following the guidance 
provided by this governing body. Motion was made by Council Member Urena, seconded by 
Council Member Garcia for Authorization to Enter into Negotiations with UETA of 
California/Duty Free Americas and passed unanimously. 

COUNCIL PROVIDED DIRECTION TO MOVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO THE 
NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 17, 2021: 

Item No. 8 - Inh·oduction and First Reading by Title Only of an Ordinance Regarding City Council 
Member Comments and Reports Limited to Five (5) Minutes Each; Item No. 9 - Reconsider the 
Establishment of the Ad Hoc COVID-1 9 Committee; Item No. 14 - Appointments by Mayor Pro 
Tem Moreno to the following Commissions /Boards /Committees: a) Library Board of Trustees b) 
Planning Commission c) Parks, Recreation, Beautification & Senior Services Commission d) 
Personnel Commission e) Sales Tax Citizen Advisory Committee (Measure H); Item No. 15 -
Appointments by Council Member Garcia to the following Commissions /Boards /Committees: a) 
Library Board of Trustees b) Parks, Recreation, Beautification & Senior Services Commission c) 
Personnel Commission d) Business Improvement Dish'ict (BID) e) Sales Tax Citizen Advisory 
Committee (Measure H) f) Economic Development & Financial Advisory Commission; Item No. 
16 - Appointments by the City Council of Two (2) Additional Commissioners to the Parks, 
Recreation, Beautification and Senior Services Commission. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 

Mayor Rosie AITeola-Fernandez 

ATTEST: 

Gabriela T. Garcia, City Clerk 


