DocuSign Envelope ID: 3129812E-B80F-496E-A731-1E9651541C37




DocuSign Envelope ID: 3129812E-B80F-496E-A731-1E9651541C37

Eﬂ AGENDA STAFF REPORT

CALERICO

DATE: April 27, 2023

TO: Mayor and City Council

APPROVED BY: Esperanza Colio Warren, City Manager
REVIEWED BY: Sandy Fonseca, Interim Finance Director
PREPARED BY: Raul Urena, Mayor K;ALSCJV:,:'VM

SUBJECT: Approval of Letter for Sg::tsgcr%;ggi-lla’s Request for

$2,000,000.00 to Build Local Capacity to Support Asylum
Seekers Which Are Being Released in the Border Community
of Calexico

Recommendation:

Approval of Letter for Senator Padilla’s Request for $2,000,000.00 to Build Local Capacity
to Support Asylum Seekers Which Are Being Released in the Border Community of
Calexico.

Background:

The City of Calexico has declared a local emergency in response to increasing number
of asylum seekers being dropped off within city limits. The City has limited access to
resources and staff to support essential services, much less to support increased drop-
offs of asylum seekers in their streets and/or apply to state and federal funding for these
purposes. Since the declaration of emergency, dozens of drop-offs occur daily. Last
week, the city was notified that those released will increase to 180 a day.

The City has been using non-profit organizations and community members to provide
hotel vouchers, food, clothing, and transportation services for asylum seekers.
Additionally, the city hired one person to assist migrants with information needed to
reach their destination but the city does not have the funding to provide
these services and are utilizing other funding sources to meet the AGENDA
emergent need. The City plans to develop an assessment center, with ITEM
two travel trailers as offices, located near the border to provide the
services, upgrade facilities to increase shelter capacity, and hire staff to 3

provide wrap-around services.
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Discussion & Analysis:

The City of Calexico has the State’s second-busiest international port of entry, however,
the city lacks the humanitarian infrastructure and emergency resources to support the
release and transition of migrants to host families across the country. Without federal
and State assistance, migrants will lack the information and resources to safely reach
host families. Migrants without essential transition resources are at risk of sleeping in
our public parks, lack basic needs, face confusion in arranging transportation, and risk
being exploited.

These risks have implications not only for migrants exercising their right under
international human rights law to seek asylum, but also for under-resourced border
communities in Imperial County, which already experience challenges with public
infrastructure, limited shelter space, a lack of transit options, and homelessness. Cities
along the border, particularly Calexico, are seeing their resources stretched thin to
address emergency needs that stem from federal policy.

For all these reasons, we request council consideration in support Senator Padilla’s
request for $2 million to support and protect asylum seekers being released in the
border community of Calexico.

Fiscal Impact:

None.

Coordinated With:

City Manager.

Attachment(s):

1.  Draft Letter of Support.
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April 27, 2023
The Honorable Nancy Skinner The Honorable Phil Ting
Chair, Senate Committee on Chair, Assembly Committee on
Budget and Fiscal Review Budget
1021 O Street, Suite 502 1021 O Street, Suite 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814
The Honorable Caroline The Honorable Joaquin Arambula
Menjivar Chair, Subcommittee No. 1
Chair, Subcommittee No. 3 on Health and Human Services
Health and Human Services 1021 O Street, Suite 8230
1021 O Street, Suite 502 Sacramento, CA 95814
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Building Local Capacity to Support Asylum Seekers in Calexico
Dear Chairpersons,

On behalf of the City of Calexico, I am pleased to offer our strong support for Senator
Padilla’s request to support and protect asylum seekers being released in the border
community of Calexico by investing $2 million dollars from existing general fund
appropriations.

The City of Calexico has declared a local emergency in response to increasing number
of asylum seekers being dropped off within city limits. The City has limited access to
resources and staff to support essential services, much less to support increased drop-
offs of asylum seekers in their streets and/or apply to state and federal funding for these
purposes. Since the declaration of emergency, dozens of drop-offs occur daily. Last
week, the city was notified that those released will increase to 180 a day.

The City has been using non-profit organizations and community members to provide
hotel vouchers, food, clothing, and transportation services for asylum seekers.
Additionally, the city hired one person to assist migrants with information needed to
reach their destination but the city does not have the funding to provide these services
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and are utilizing other funding sources to meet the emergent need. The City plans to
develop an assessment center, with two travel trailers as offices, located near the border
to provide the services, upgrade facilities to increase shelter capacity, and hire staff to
provide wrap-around services.

While Calexico has the State’s second-busiest international port of entry, the city lacks
the humanitarian infrastructure and emergency resources to support the release and
transition of migrants to host families across the country. Without federal and State
assistance, migrants will lack the information and resources to safely reach host families.
Migrants without essential transition resources are at risk of sleeping in our public parks,
lack basic needs, face confusion in arranging transportation, and risk being exploited.

These risks have implications not only for migrants exercising their right under
international human rights law to seek asylum, but also for under-resourced border
communities in Imperial County, which already experience challenges with public
infrastructure, limited shelter space, a lack of transit options, and homelessness. Cities
along the border, particularly Calexico, are seeing their resources stretched thin to
address emergency needs that stem from federal policy.

For all these reasons, we support Senator Padilla’s request for $2 miilion to support and
protect asylum seekers being released in the border community of Calexico. Thank you
for your urgent consideration in this matter.

Best regards,

CITY OF CALEXICO

Raul Urefia
Mayor

cc:  Gloria Romo, Mayor Pro Tempore
Camilo Garcia, Council Member
Gilberto Manzanarez, Council Member
Javier Moreno, Council Member
Esperanza Colio Warren, City Manager
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